
Additional file 1: Figure S1. Apple bud sampling strategy.

Terminal buds of spurs were harvested between 1000 h and 1200
h from April to August 2010, at day 118, 131, 151, 180 and 222.
Four ‘Gala’ trees per treatment ('ON' - fruited and 'OFF' -
deflowered trees) and three buds per tree were sampled at each
harvest date. Three trees and three spur apical buds per tree over
the five time points were used for mRNA profiling by qRT-PCR.
Then, three dates among the five were chosen for microarray
analyses, and on each of these dates, three buds from the four
sampled trees were used.
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