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Appendix 1. Search Strategy

1. Search strategy for CENTRAL, The Cochrane Library

#1  MeSH descriptor: [Respiratory Distress Syndrome, Adult] explode all trees

#2  acute lung injury:ti,abkw (Word variations have been searched)

#3  Adult Respiratory Distress Syndrome:ti,abkw (Word variations have been searched)
#4  Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome:ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched)
#5  ARDS or ALI:ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched)

#6  #1 or #2 or #3 or #4 or #5

#7  MeSH descriptor: [Respiration, Artificial] explode all trees

#8  lung protective ventilation strategy:ti,abkw (Word variations have been searched)
#9  protective near ventilation:ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched)

#10 mechanical ventilation:ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched)

#11 LPVS:ti,abkw (Word variations have been searched)

#12 #7 or #8 or #9 or #10 or #11

#13 #6 and #12

2. Search strategy for EMBASE (OvidSP)

1. respiratory distress syndrome/ or respiratory distress/ or acute lung injury/ or adult respiratory distress
syndrome/ or acute respiratory failure/ or adult respiratory distress syndrome.mp. or acute lung injury.mp. or acute
respiratory distress syndrome.mp. or (ards or ali).mp.

2. respiration, artificial/ or lung protective ventilation strategy/ or (protective adj3 ventilation).mp. or mechanical
ventilation.mp. or LPVS.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name, original title,
device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword]

3.1and 2

4. (placebo.sh. or controlled study.ab. or random*.ti,ab. or trial*.ti,ab. or ((singl* or doubl* or trebl* or tripl*) adj3
(blind* or mask*)).ti,ab.) not (animals not (humans and animals)).sh.

5.3 and 4

3. Search strategy for MEDLINE (OvidSP)

1. exp Respiratory Distress Syndrome, Adult/ or Adult Respiratory Distress Syndrome/ or Acute Lung Injury/ or
Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome/ or ARDS.mp. or ALLmp.

2. exp Respiration, Artificial / or lung protective ventilation strategy / or (protective adj3 ventilation).mp. or

mechanical ventilation or LPVS.mp.



3.1and2
4. ((randomized controlled trial or controlled clinical trial).pt. or randomized.ab. or placebo.ab. or clinical trials as
topic.sh. or randomly.ab. or trial.ti.) not (animals not (humans and animals)).sh.

5.3and 4

4. Search strategy for CINAHL (EBSCOhost)

S1 ( (MH “Respiratory Distress Syndrome, Acute”) OR (MH “Respiratory Distress Syndrome™) OR (MH “Acute
Lung Injury”) ) OR ( ARDS or ALI ) OR ( (Respiratory Distress Syndrome and (acute or adult)) )

S2 (MM “Respiration, Artificial”’) OR TI (mechanical ventilation) OR TX lung protective ventilation strategy OR
AB ( protective and ventilation ) OR TX LPVS

S3 S1 and S2

5. Search strategy for ISTWeb of Science

#1 TS=(adult respiratory distress syndrome or acute respiratory distress syndrome or acute lung injury or ards or
ali)

#2 TS=(artificial respiration) or TS=(mechanical ventilation) or TS=(protective SAME ventilation) or TS= LPVS
#3 TS=(random* or placebo* or multicenter* or prospective) or TS=(trail* SAME (clinical or controlled))

#4 #1 and #2 and #3

Appendix 2. Summary of excluded articles

Year  Authors Exclued Reasons
1979 John A. Patients do not match
1983  Christian E. No control group
1988 ALANH Data deficient
1988  Gilbert C Data deficient
1989 Schapera A Patients do not match
1990 JAMES M. Patients do not match
1990 ALANH Data deficient
1992 Esen F No relevant outcome
1993 Mercat A No control group
1993 Putensen C No control group
1993  Gattinoni L No control group
1994 Martin R No control group
1994 Pappert D No control group
1994 Puybasset L with Nitric oxide
1994 Sydow M No control group
1994 Brunet F No control group
1994  Jounieaux V No relevant outcome
1995 Wickerts CJ No control group
1995 Puybasset L With Nitric oxide
1995 Samama CM With Nitric oxide
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The all-cause mortality effect estimates from multiple treatment meta-analysis
compared with direct and indirect estimates, based on back-calculated, and pair-wise
meta-analyses.Direct and indirect estimates of effect and the corresponding Bayesian
‘I’ for inconsistency were calculated. And the ‘I”’from Pooled pair-wise
meta-analysis for heterogeneity were also calculated.
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Appendix 4. Rankings based on simulations in terms of all-cause mortality.

The numbers in the table represent the probability that each treatment is
best (rank 1), the second highest (rank 2), etc. Rank probabilities sum to
1, both within a rank over treatments and within a treatment over ranks.
The numbers in bold text represent the highest likelihood of ranking for

each particular treatment.

[1] [,2] [,3] [-4] [,3]
A 2.17E-05 | 1.78E-04 | 5.75E-04 | 1.45E-03 | 3.26 E-03
B 3.57E-04 | 3.84E-03 | 1.53E-02 | 4.15E-02 | 8.18 E-02
C 7.75E-02 | 9.41E-02 | 8.68E-02 | 7.64 E-02 | 6.47 E-02
D 8.48E-02 | 1.14E-01 | 1.12E-01 | 1.01 E-01 | 8.60 E-02
E 5.00E-06 | 1.83E-05 [ 2.05E-04 | 1.04 E-03 | 4.00 E-03
F 2.50E-05 | 1.62E-04 | 4.87E-04 | 1.15E-03 | 2.00 E-03
G 1.29E-02 | 3.88E-02 | 7.25E-02 | 9.97E-02 | 1.15 E-01
H 3.33E-06 | 6.67E-05 | 4.22E-04 | 1.70E-03 | 4.71 E-03
I 1.04E-01 | 1.59E-01 | 1.58E-01 | 1.28E-01 | 9.79 E-02
J 1.43E-02 | 4.56E-02 | 7.34E-02 | 8.50E-02 | 8.33 E-02
K 6.14E-03 | 1.28E-02 | 1.46E-02 | 1.74 E-02 | 1.82 E-02
L 2.84E-02 | 4.33E-02 | 4.31E-02 | 430E-02 | 4.21 E-02
M 7.73E-03 | 1.87E-02 | 2.93E-02 | 3.65E-02 | 4.16 E-02
N 1.58E-03 | 3.97E-03 | 6.67E-03 | 9.42 E-03 | 1.14 E-02
o 2.60E-01 | 1.65E-01 | 9.62E-02 | 6.97 E-02 | 5.34 E-02
P 8.42E-04 | 2.66E-03 | 5.61E-03 | 9.40 E-03 | 1.31 E-02
Q 2.92E-01 | 1.06E-01 | 6.65E-02 | 4.88 E-02 [ 3.83 E-02
R 5.10E-03 | 4.16E-02 | 5.50E-02 | 5.73 E-02 | 5.71 E-02
S 1.35E-04 | 9.73E-04 | 3.61E-03 | 1.05E-02 | 2.28 E-02
T 1.15E-03 | 2.44E-03 | 4.14E-03 | 6.12 E-03 | 7.27 E-03
U 5.70E-02 | 7.34E-02 | 6.73E-02 | 6.06 E-02 | 5.37 E-02
v 2.93E-02 | 4.64E-02 | 5.32E-02 | 535E-02 | 5.17 E-02
W 1.04E-02 | 1.08E-02 | 9.89E-03 | 9.17 E-03 | 8.73 E-03
X 3.33E-06 | 3.83E-05 | 9.33E-05 | 2.73 E-04 | 5.67 E-04
Y 5.93E-03 | 1.52E-02 | 2.38E-02 | 3.02E-02 | 3.50 E-02
V4 1.13E-04 | 4.35E-04 | 9.82E-04 | 1.67 E-03 [ 2.62E-03
[,6] [,7] [.8] [.9] [,10] [11]
A 6.64 E-03 | 1.12 E-02 | 1.81 E-02 [ 2.65E-02 | 3.74 E-02 | 4.97E-02
B 1.22 E-01 | 1.47 E-01 | 1.50E-01 [ 1.28 E-01 | 9.92 E-02 | 6.98 E-02
C 5.60E-02 | 4.63 E-02 | 4.07 E-02 | 3.55E-02 [ 3.10 E-02 | 2.83E-02
D 7.09 E-02 | 590 E-02 [ 4.83 E-02 | 3.99E-02 | 3.40E-02 | 2.94 E-02
E 1.12 E-02 | 2.82E-02 | 5.84E-02 | 1.00 E-01 | 1.39 E-01 | 1.67 E-01
F 342E-03 [ 5.28 E-03 | 7.19 E-03 | 9.97E-03 | 1.28 E-02 | 1.66 E-02
G 1.13 E-01 | 1.04 E-01 | 8.79E-02 | 7.01 E-02 | 5.53 E-02 | 4.44 E-02




H 1.01E-02 | 1.78 E-02 | 2.89 E-02 | 4.13 E-02 | 5.71E-02 | 7.35E-02
I 7.39 E-02 | 5.40E-02 [ 4.18 E-02 | 3.33E-02 | 2.57 E-02 | 2.13 E-02
J 7.66 E-02 | 6.70E-02 [ 5.82 E-02 [ 5.10 E-02 | 4.54E-02 | 4.09 E-02
K 1.90E-02 [ 1.90E-02 | 1.84 E-02 | 1.89 E-02 | 1.84 E-02 | 1.83 E-02
L 4.04 E-02 | 3.70 E-02 | 3.34 E-02 | 3.09 E-02 | 2.82 E-02 | 2.67E-02
M 449 E-02 | 449 E-02 | 429 E-02 | 4.18E-02 | 4.00E-02 | 3.98 E-02
N 1.34E-02 | 1.49 E-02 | 1.54E-02 [ 1.55E-02 | 1.66 E-02 | 1.74 E-02
o 4.03 E-02 | 3.31 E-02 | 2.66 E-02 | 2.27E-02 | 1.97 E-02 | 1.73E-02
P 1.69 E-02 | 1.97 E-02 | 2.31 E-02 | 2.52 E-02 | 2.75 E-02 | 3.05 E-02
Q 3.12E-02 | 2.69E-02 | 2.35E-02 | 2.03 E-02 | 1.71 E-02 | 1.54 E-02
R 529 E-02 | 496E-02 | 449E-02 | 4.19E-02 [ 3.74 E-02 | 3.55 E-02
S 4.11E-02 | 6.46 E-02 | 8.84 E-02 | 1.07 E-01 | 1.21 E-01 | 1.18E-02
T 8.63 E-03 | 9.98E-03 | 1.08 E-02 | 1.13 E-02 | 1.22 E-02 | 1.28 E-02
U 4.87E-02 | 4.18 E-02 | 3.71 E-02 | 3.35E-02 | 2.98 E-02 | 2.81 E-02
v 4.86 E-02 | 4.51 E-02 | 3.97 E-02 | 3.72 E-02 | 3.40 E-02 | 3.20 E-02
Y 8.55E-03 | 791 E-03 | 7.32 E-03 | 7.29 E-03 | 6.20E-03 | 6.55 E-03
X 1.19E-03 | 2.19 E-03 [ 3.43E-03 | 5.56 E-03 | 8.66 E-03 | 1.33 E-02
Y 371 E-02 | 3.89 E-02 [ 3.92 E-02 | 3.77 E-02 | 3.71E-02 | 3.74 E-02
4 3.59E-03 | 4.80 E-03 [ 5.87 E-03 | 7.21 E-03 | 8.80 E-03 | 1.03 E-02
[,12] [,13] [,14] [,15] [,16] [L17]
A 6.43E-02 | 8.00E-02 | 9.54E-02 | 1.07E-01 [ 1.09E-01 | 1.04E-01
B 4.81E-02 | 3.41E-02 [ 2.35E-02 | 1.54E-02 | 9.44E-03 [ 5.33E-03
C 2.64E-02 | 2.55E-02 | 2.62E-02 | 2.68E-02 | 2.68E-02 | 2.67E-02
D 2.66E-02 | 2.51E-02 | 2.39E-02 | 2.26E-02 | 2.15E-02 | 1.91E-02
E 1.65E-01 | 1.37E-01 | 9.40E-02 | 5.42E-02 | 2.60E-02 | 1.05E-02
F 2.09E-02 | 2.70E-02 [ 3.48E-02 | 4.42E-02 | 5.51E-02 | 6.81E-02
G 3.66E-02 | 3.04E-02 | 2.61E-02 |2.23E-02 [ 1.84E-02 | 1.45E-02
H 9.19E-02 | 1.08E-01 | I.I8E-01 | 1.18E-01 [ 1.04E-01 | 8.21E-02
I 1.84E-02 | 1.59E-02 | 1.39E-02 | 1.20E-02 | 9.99E-03 | 8.06E-03
J 3.82E-02 | 3.71E-02 | 3.58E-02 | 3.53E-02 | 3.37E-02 | 3.15E-02
K 1.91E-02 | 2.03E-02 | 2.28E-02 | 2.56E-02 [ 2.88E-02 | 3.21E-02
L 2.68E-02 | 2.80E-02 | 3.02E-02 | 3.24E-02 | 3.41E-02 | 3.70E-02
M 4.05E-02 | 4.21E-02 [ 4.52E-02 | 4.64E-02 | 4.78E-02 | 4.87E-02
N 1.85E-02 | 2.05E-02 [ 2.46E-02 | 2.76E-02 | 3.14E-02 | 3.60E-02
o 1.63E-02 | 1.59E-02 | 1.60E-02 | 1.61E-02 [ 1.56E-02 | 1.48E-02
P 3.40E-02 | 3.87E-02 | 4.51E-02 | 5.20E-02 | 5.84E-02 | 6.48E-02
Q 1.49E-02 | 1.49E-02 | 1.55E-02 | 1.68E-02 | 1.64E-02 | 1.71E-02
R 3.41E-02 | 3.50E-02 | 3.60E-02 | 3.74E-02 [ 3.94E-02 | 4.01E-02
S 1.09E-01 | 9.37E-02 [ 7.41E-02 | 5.35E-02 | 3.70E-02 | 2.33E-02
T 1.42E-02 | 1.69E-02 [ 1.92E-02 | 2.19E-02 | 2.58E-02 | 2.95E-02




U 2.71E-02 | 2.74E-02 [ 2.86E-02 | 2.93E-02 | 3.02E-02 | 3.10E-02
v 3.15E-02 | 3.19E-02 | 3.37E-02 | 3.53E-02 | 3.59E-02 | 3.68E-02
\ 6.32E-03 | 6.69E-03 | 7.17E-03 | 8.06E-03 [ 8.96E-03 | 9.79E-03
X 2.05E-02 | 3.15E-02 [ 4.67E-02 | 6.76E-02 | 9.29E-02 | 1.16E-01
Y 3.77E-02 | 3.89E-02 | 4.20E-02 | 4.52E-02 [ 4.91E-02 | 5.05E-02
V4 1.32E-02 | 1.66E-02 | 2.15E-02 | 2.65E-02 | 3.37E-02 | 4.25E-02
[.18] [.19] [,20] [,21] [,22]
A 8.98E-02 | 7.07E-02 | 5.30E-02 [ 3.41E-02 | 2.04E-02
B 2.98E-03 | 1.45E-03 [ 6.10E-04 | 2.63E-04 | 8.83E-05
C 2.67E-02 | 2.58E-02 | 2.61E-02 | 2.53E-02 | 2.62E-02
D 1.70E-02 | 1.53E-02 | 1.33E-02 | 1.18E-02 | 9.54E-03
E 2.91E-03 | 7.35E-04 [ 1.42E-04 | 1.83E-05 | 6.67E-06
F 8.11E-02 | 9.37E-02 | 1.04E-01 | 1.11E-01 | 1.07E-01
G 1.15E-02 | 8.72E-03 [ 6.20E-03 | 4.57E-03 | 3.17E-03
H 591E-02 | 3.86E-02 | 2.30E-02 | 1.21E-02 [ 5.45E-03
I 6.40E-03 | 5.61E-03 | 4.03E-03 | 3.19E-03 [ 2.55E-03
J 2.96E-02 | 2.66E-02 [ 2.39E-02 | 2.05E-02 | 1.77E-02
K 3.54E-02 | 3.99E-02 | 4.59E-02 | 5.42E-02 | 6.61E-02
L 3.73E-02 | 4.01E-02 | 4.21E-02 | 4.58E-02 [ 5.00E-02
M 5.01E-02 | 5.00E-02 | 4.97E-02 | 4.78E-02 [ 4.54E-02
N 4.08E-02 | 4.76E-02 [ 5.64E-02 | 6.73E-02 | 8.03E-02
o 1.42E-02 | 1.34E-02 | 1.33E-02 | 1.26E-02 | 1.25E-02
P 6.96E-02 | 7.61E-02 | 7.91E-02 | 7.87E-02 [ 7.46E-02
Q 1.74E-02 | 1.84E-02 | 1.86E-02 | 2.07E-02 [ 2.25E-02
R 4.02E-02 | 3.95E-02 [ 4.18E-02 | 4.07E-02 | 3.94E-02
S 1.41E-02 | 7.96E-03 [ 4.63E-03 | 2.33E-03 | 1.09E-03
T 3.52E-02 | 4.15E-02 | 5.01E-02 | 6.13E-02 [ 7.89E-02
U 3.11E-02 | 3.20E-02 | 3.47E-02 | 3.48E-02 [ 3.71E-02
v 3.76E-02 | 3.85E-02 | 3.93E-02 | 4.12E-02 | 4.10E-02
W 1.08E-02 | 1.24E-02 | 1.49E-02 | 1.78E-02 [ 2.26E-02
X 1.34E-01 | 1.35E-01 | 1.19E-01 | 9.30E-02 [ 5.98E-02
Y 5.24E-02 | 5.35E-02 | 5.32E-02 | 5.54E-02 | 5.47E-02
V4 5.33E-02 | 6.66E-02 | 8.37E-02 | 1.04E-01 | 1.22E-01
[,23] [,24] [,25] [,26]
A 1.09E-02 | 4.54E-03 | 1.55E-03 | 2.30E-04
B 3.33E-05 | 1.17E-05 [ 1.67E-06 | 0.00E+00
C 247E-02 | 2.21E-02 | 1.98E-02 [ 7.74E-03
D 6.67E-03 | 4.64E-03 [ 2.60E-03 | 6.98E-04
E 0.00E+00 | 0.00E+00 [ 0.00E+00 | 0.00E+00
F 9.20E-02 | 6.45E-02 | 3.12E-02 [ 6.76E-03




G 2.06E-03 | 1.25E-03 | 6.03E-04 | 1.63E-04
H 2.10E-03 | 5.88E-04 [ 8.00E-05 [ 3.33E-06
I 1.53E-03 | 8.55E-04 [ 3.90E-04 [ 6.50E-05
J 1.36E-02 | 9.65E-03 | 4.96E-03 [ 9.67E-04
K 8.47E-02 | 1.11E-01 | 1.55E-01 | 7.82E-02
L 5.58E-02 | 5.70E-02 | 5.88E-02 | 2.83E-02
M 3.93E-02 | 3.21E-02 [ 2.08E-02 [ 5.97E-03
N 9.82E-02 | 1.22E-01 | 1.41E-01 | 6.11E-02
o 1.20E-02 | 1.08E-02 [ 9.07E-03 [ 3.65E-03
P 6.63E-02 | 5.02E-02 | 3.03E-02 | 7.68E-03
Q 2.55E-02 | 3.09E-02 [ 4.20E-02 | 2.21E-02
R 3.84E-02 | 3.19E-02 [ 2.10E-02 [ 6.76E-03
S 3.97E-04 | 1.32E-04 [ 2.17E-05 [ 0.00E+00
T 1.01E-01 | 1.37E-01 [ 1.84E-01 [ 9.65E-02
U 3.81E-02 | 4.01E-02 [ 3.51E-02 | 1.26E-02
A% 4.15E-02 | 4.18E-02 | 3.28E-02 | 1.05E-02
\ 3.03E-02 | 4.61E-02 [ 8.91E-02 [ 6.16E-01
X 3.19E-02 | 1.33E-02 | 3.47E-03 | 3.72E-04
Y 5.13E-02 | 422E-02 | 2.85E-02 | 7.92E-03
V4 1.31E-01 | 1.25E-01 | 8.81E-02 [ 2.54E-02

Appendix 5. Rankings based on simulations in terms of the incidence of

barotraumas .
The numbers in the table represent the probability that each treatment is
best (rank 1), the second highest (rank 2), etc. Rank probabilities sum to
1, both within a rank over treatments and within a treatment over ranks.
The numbers in bold text represent the highest likelihood of ranking for
each particular treatment.

[.1] [,2] [,3] [,4] [,3] ,6]
A 1.36E-03 4.49E-03 1.02E-02 1.92E-02 3.14E-02 4.60E-02
B 1.36E-02 5.19E-02 1.04E-01 1.57E-01 1.77E-01 1.64E-01
D 1.01E-01 1.23E-01 1.40E-01 1.26E-01 9.71E-02 7.74E-02
E 3.17E-04 2.42E-03 9.01E-03 2.61E-02 5.85E-02 1.07E-01
F 2.83E-03 7.93E-03 1.66E-02 2.71E-02 3.91E-02 5.04E-02
H 1.42E-03 8.11E-03 4.16E-02 8.98E-02 1.14E-01 1.18E-01
I 1.15E-01 2.63E-01 1.98E-01 1.07E-01 6.80E-02 4.81E-02
J 3.08E-01 2.92E-01 1.45E-01 7.25E-02 4.36E-02 3.03E-02
K 4.72E-04 7.12E-04 1.14E-03 1.27E-03 1.72E-03 1.51E-03
L 1.03E-01 8.84E-02 7.96E-02 6.62E-02 5.24E-02 4.60E-02
N 2.74E-01 1.19E-02 9.66E-03 6.18E-03 4.71E-03 3.94E-03




S 1.02E-02 2.86E-02 7.72B-02 1.06E-01 1.08E-01 9.86E-02
T 3.35E-02 5.45E-02 7.51E-02 8.33E-02 8.25E-02 7.84E-02
X 9.53E-03 2.22E-02 3.92B-02 5.48E-02 6.59E-02 7.36E-02
Y 2.58E-02 4.07E-02 5.36B-02 5.79E-02 5.69E-02 5.67E-02
[,7] [8] [.9] [,10] [,11] [,12]
A 6.14E-02 8.01E-02 1.04E-01 1.36E-01 1.67E-01 1.73E-01
B 1.32E-01 9.22E-02 5.70B-02 3.16B-02 1.45E-02 4.81E-03
D 6.37E-02 5.33E-02 4.89E-02 4.72E-02 4.40E-02 3.83E-02
E 1.63E-01 2.02E-01 1.97E-01 1.41E-01 6.84E-02 2.18E-02
F 6.12E-02 7.31E-02 8.76E-02 1.11E-01 1.40E-01 1.68E-01
H 1.15E-01 1.07E-01 1.03E-01 1.01E-01 9.04E-02 6.86E-02
I 3.79E-02 3.24E-02 3.00E-02 2.78E-02 2.53E-02 2.23E-02
J 2.30E-02 1.99E-02 1.80E-02 1.55E-02 1.22E-02 9.80E-03
K 1.53E-03 1.69E-03 1.81E-03 2.32E-03 3.13E-03 4.89E-03
L 4.16E-02 4.09E-02 4.15E-02 4.69E-02 5.73B-02 7.59E-02
N 3.32E-03 3.23E-03 3.38E-03 3.86E-03 4.77E-03 6.33E-03
S 8.82E-02 8.15E-02 7.94E-02 8.08E-02 8.07E-02 7.61E-02
T 7.38E-02 7.10E-02 7.26E-02 7.79E-02 8.63E-02 9.16E-02
X 7.96E-02 8.44E-02 9.40E-02 1.05E-01 1.15E-01 1.18E-01
Y 5.61E-02 5.72E-02 6.17E-02 7.34B-02 9.01E-02 1.21E-01
[,13] [,14] [,15]
A 1.27E-01 | 3.83E-02 | 1.06E-03
B 1.00E-03 | 9.67E-05 | 0.00E+00
D 2.98E-02 | 1.03E-02 | 4.25E-04
E 4.17E-03 | 3.48E-04 | 3.33E-06
F 1.59E-01 | 5.44E-02 | 1.84E-03
H 3.46E-02 | 7.56E-03 | 5.67E-05
I 1.93E-02 | 6.71E-03 | 1.77E-04
J 7.05E-03 | 2.32E-03 | 5.50E-05
K 1.10E-02 | 3.32E-01 | 6.34E-01




L 1.69E-01 | 8.64E-02 | 4.52E-03

N 1.23E-02 | 3.00E-01 [ 3.52E-01

S 6.38E-02 | 2.11E-02 | 3.47E-04

T 8.66E-02 [ 3.19E-02 | 1.04E-03

X 1.03E-01 | 3.52E-02 | 1.31E-03

Y 1.73E-01 | 7.30E-02 | 2.60E-03
Appendix 6.

Effect estimates for the incidence of barotraumas from multiple treatment

meta-analysis compared with direct and indirect estimates, based on back-calculated,

and pair-wise meta-analyses.

Direct and indirect estimates of effect and the corresponding Bayesian ‘I for
inconsistency were calculated. And the ‘I** from pooled pair-wise meta-analysis for

heterogeneity were also calculated.
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