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Web figure A Assay sensitivity in three arm placebo controlled and selective serotonin reuptake 
inhibitor controlled trials 
 

 
 
Timepoint of measurement for each study: response rate at end of study (planned time point of last visit or last available visit). 
For duration of individual studies see table 2. 
CI, confidence interval; FLU, fluoxetine; n, number of patients with event; N, number of patients in treatment group; PAR, 
paroxetine; SSRI, selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor. 
 

014 70/126 43/128 21.7 2.47 [1.49 to 4.11] 

Reboxetine v Placebo 

046 144/252 136/247 27.7 1.09 [0.76 to 1.55] 
047 120/238 108/239 27.4 1.23 [0.86 to 1.77] 
050 60/144 63/143 23.2 0.91 [0.57 to 1.45] 
Total 394/760 350/757 100.0 1.29 [0.89 to 1.86] 

Subtotal FLU 151/271 106/271 1.98 [1.19 to 3.28] 

Subtotal PAR 284/485 244/486 1.41 [1.09 to 1.82] 

014 72/127 43/128 18.8 2.59 [1.56 to 4.30] 
050 79/144 63/143 21.3 1.54 [0.97 to 2.46] 

046 156/243 136/247 29.7 1.46 [1.02 to 2.10] 
047 128/242 108/239 30.2 1.36 [0.95 to 1.95] 

SSRI   Total 435/756 350/757 100.0 1.61 [1.25 to 2.08] 

Subtotal FLU 130/270 151/271 0.74 [0.46 to 1.20] 

Subtotal PAR 264/490 284/485 0.82 [0.64 to 1.06] 

014 70/126 72/127 16.8 0.95 [0.58 to 1.57] 
050 60/144 79/144 19.1 0.59 [0.37 to 0.94] 

046 144/252 156/243 31.7 0.74 [0.52 to 1.07] 
047 120/238 128/242 32.4 0.91 [0.63 to 1.30] 

SSRI   Total 394/760 435/756 100.0 0.79 [0.64 to 0.97] 
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SSRI v Placebo 

Response: total heterogeneity:  I²=67.8%, p=0.025; total effect: p=0.173 

n/N
SSRI 

n/N
Placebo 

Response: total heterogeneity:  I²=32.8%, p=0.215; total effect: p<0.001 

Subtotal heterogeneity:  I²=53.8%, p=0.141; subtotal effect: p=0.008 

Subtotal heterogeneity:  I²=0.0%, p=0.782; subtotal effect: p=0.008 

FLU: 

PAR: 

Reboxetine v SSRI 

n/N 
SSRI 

n/N

Reboxetine 

Response: total heterogeneity:  I²=0.0%, p=0.428; total effect: p=0.024 
FLU: 

PAR: 
Subtotal heterogeneity:  I²=48.7%, p=0.163; subtotal effect: p=0.221 

Subtotal heterogeneity:  I²=0.0%, p=0.448; subtotal effect: p=0.130 
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