Appendix 3: Identification of studies for inclusion [posted as supplied by

author]

3,254 abstracts: MEDLINE EMBASE, C-
Cochrane databases

A 4

Check for duplicates

Discard 287
duplicates

2,967 unique abstracts

\ 4

All abstracts reviewed

A 4

independently for relevance

\ 4

321 studies deemed relevant from abstracts:
full text sought

\ 4

Relevance of full text papers checked

A 4

Discard 2,646 abstracts
deemed irrelevant

Eliminate 306 studies
(single arm and multiple

independently, reference lists reviewed

A 4

18 studies to meet the final
inclusion/exclusion criteria all
national registry reports reviewed

\ 4

18 studies and 6 national reports included and
data extracted from these reports independently

A 4

publications)




