
Appendix 

Assuming an α =0.001 to account for multiple analyses, ß = 0.10, confounders explain 20-40% 

of the variance in HRQoL,1 if we consider that it would be clinically relevant if comorbidity 

explains 5% or more of the variance considering up to 20 comorbidity variables, then the 

necessary sample size is 674. Accounting for 20% drop-out our required sample size was 808 

(total across all 4 sites).  
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