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Figure S1.  Circular map of the plastid genome of Annona cherimola. Boxes on the inside and 
outside of the outer circle represent genes transcribed clockwise and anti-clockwise, 
respectively.  Color coding of genes corresponds to functional units listed in the legend.  The 
inner circle displays the GC content represented by dark gray bars. 
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Figure S2.  RT-PCR strategy and results for rpoA of Pelargoniun × hortorum. (A) Location of 
RT-PCR primers for amplification of P. × hortorum ORF578 and ORF597 transcripts.  (B) 
Agarose gel showing RT-PCR products for P. × hortorum rpoA ORFs.  Products labeled a and 
b represent transcripts of ORF578 and ORF597, respectively, while c and d represent 
polygenic transcripts that include the ORFs and upstream genes petD and rps11, respectively.  
Unlabeled products were amplified from the rbcL RT template used as a control.  The symbols 
(+) and (-) above each lane indicates the inclusion or absence, respectively, of the RT template 
in the PCR reaction. 
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Figure S3. Diagram of the 3’ end of the MAFFT alignment of clade B rpoA genes.  A 6 bp tandem repeat found in all species is shown 
as dark purple arrows, and a larger 39 bp tandem repeat only present in P. cotyledonis also containing the 6 bp repeat is shown in light 
purple. 

 



 

Figure S4. Diagram of the 3’ end of the MAFFT alignment of clade A rpoA genes.  Tandem repeats are shown as purple arrows, and 
deletions in P. fulgidum and P. echinatum are indicated by dashes in the coding sequences. 

 



Figure S5.  Conserved Domain Database consensus alignment for α subunit interface domains 

for Pelargonium × hortorum, Annona cherimola and Passiflora biflora.  At the top is a diagram 

representing ORF578 from P. × hortorum with subunit interactions domains drawn to scale.  

Conservation of residues is indicated by grey shading in alignments: 100% similar, black; 80 to 

100%, dark grey; 60 to 80%, light grey, less than 60%, no shading.  Other species in the 

alignment are arbitrarily chosen by CDD search to represent diverse bacteria and algae. 

 

	  



	  

Figure S6.  Diagram of the three corrected rpoA-like ORFs in the P. × hortorum plastid 
genome.  The former ORF574 was assigned an upstream ATG start codon (instead of the 
previously annotated ATT alternative start codon) and renamed ORF597 to reflect the new 
length in amino acids.  ORF221 and ORF332 were joined into a single ORF, ORF521, after a 
sequencing error was corrected; the insertion of a missing base pair is indicated as a small 
vertical arrow above the ORF.  The former ORF365 had a sequencing error, a missing base 
pair that caused an apparent frameshift and premature stop codon.  After correction the gene 
is similar in length to the other two ORFs and has been renamed ORF578.  The insertion of a 
missing base pair is indicated as a small vertical arrow above the ORF. 
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Table S1. RT-PCR oligonucleotide sequences. 

Primers for RT-PCR:  

Primer for RT reaction: rpoA-R: GAATTCTCGATTTCCTCTTTTCCG 

Primers for PCR reactions: petD-F:  CCCGACTTGAATGATCCTG; 578-R: 

CCACATAGTCCCAGTCT; rps11-F: GCTATTCGCACAGTAGTAAC; 597-R: 

GTCCTTTTCGTTTTC  



Table S2.  Expanded results supporting Figure 5.  Four different algorithms were used in 
alignment of Pelargonium sequences.  Values are the ratio of nonsynonymous substitutions to 
synonymous substitutions (dN/dS); values > 1 are in bold.  Asterisk indicates values > 50. 

	  

 

 




