
Supplementary Information S6 | Summary of currently available software-based 

solutions for rodent grooming behavioral analyses (information as provided by 

developers in Summer 2015)  

Software Company Avail
-able
since

Detection 
principle 

Grooming 
activity 
endpoints 

Ability to detect individual stages 
of grooming 

LABORAS Metris BV 
(Netherlands) 

1995 Energy 
change 

Frequency, 
duration, latency 

Face, head, body, hindleg and 
genital grooming, scratching (Fig. 
1S)1 

HomeCage 
Scan 

CleverSys, Inc. (USA) 2002 Video- 
tracking 

Frequency, 
duration, latency 

Face and body grooming, paw 
licking (Fig. 1S)2  

TopScan CleverSys, Inc. (USA) 2013 Video- 
tracking 

Frequency, 
duration, latency 

- 

Behavioral 
Spectro-
meter 

Behavioral 
Instruments, Inc. 
(USA) and BiObserve 
GmbH (Germany) 

2014 Vibration and 
video-
tracking 

Frequency, 
duration, latency 

Paw, nose, cheek, face, back, belly 
and genital grooming, scratching3 

EthoVision 
XT 

Noldus IT BV 
(Netherlands) 

2015 Video- 
tracking 

Frequency, 
duration, latency 

- 4
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