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NEUROLOGICAL STAMP

Willow

Two thousand, four hundred years ago Hippocrates rec-
ommended chewing willow leaves for analgesia during
childbirth and for postpartum fever. Pliny in Rome in the
first century AD prescribed the bark of the poplar (which
is also a member of the willow (salix) family) for sciatic
pain.

In the 1830s salacin and its derivative salicylic acid
were isolated from white willow and various other plants.
In the 1870s, salicylic acid was synthesised. Felix
Hoffman, a chemist at the Bayer Pharmaceuticals
Company in Germany later produced a modified form of
salicylic acid, the acetyl derivative, which was effective
against fever and arthritic pain. Its antithrombotic prop-
erties were described in the 1940s. The name aspirin
came from the Spiraea plant, one of the other sources of
salicylic acid. The prefix a was added to signify acetyl.
Aspirin contains no willow derivatives and is entirely
synthetic.

A row of willows is shown on a stamp issued in 1973
depicting Swedish landscapes (Stanley Gibbons 736,
Scott 158).
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