
Supporting Information 

 

Figure S1. Mean reflectance curves of crown plumage of male (N=47) and female (N=56) 

blue tits. Data were collected during nestling provisioning (day 9 post-hatching) in two 

different breeding seasons (2013 and 2014) in a nest-box breeding blue tit population 

(Peerdsbos, Belgium).  
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Figure S2. Mean reflectance curves of carotenoid based breast plumage of male (N=47) and 

female (N=56) blue tits. Data were collected during nestling provisioning (day 9 post-

hatching) in two different breeding seasons (2013 and 2014) in a nest-box breeding blue tit 

population (Peerdsbos, Belgium).  

 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

300 400 500 600 700

R
e

fl
e

c
ti
o
n

 [
%

] 

Wavelength [nm] 

Females

Males


