
S3 Table. Land Tenure coding scheme (adapted from Currie 2013 & Kushnick et al. 2014) 

Code  Mode of 
intensification 

Description  Example 

E Elite ownership Land ownership by 
elites typical   

“At the time of contact landownership with 
the right of inheritance was recognized for 
those of the chiefly and commoner 
classes, with only the lower class, known 
as teuteu, being excluded” (Ferdon, 1996, 
p. 306). 

I Individual 
Ownership 

Individual land 
owndership by 
common people 
typical (i.e. not just 
elites)   

“Every Tannese boy receives a personal 
name that entitles him to several plots of 
land near a kava drinking ground” 
(Lindstrom 1996, p. 314). 

O Other ownership Corporate (group or 
kin-based) land 
ownership or no 
ownership typical 

"Local clan segments whose members 
know their exact genealogical relationship 
to each other are the largest corporate 
land-owning groups in the area, but 
sometimes smaller lineages emerge as 
de facto controllers of estates" (Lomas, 
1979, p. 57). 

"Garden land, which is only a temporary 
clearing in the forest, is not owned by any 
person or group" (Goodale, 1985, p. 230). 

Guidelines for land tenure:  

All forms of land ownership described as typical in a culture are coded as present. If two or 
more forms of land tenure are referred to within a given culture, these are all coded as 
present.  
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