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Extracting Hazard Media Mentions from the Web

The collection of media mentions of whether particular events took place in particular locations can be
extracted either from commercial databases, such as Factiva© (business and research information tool from
Dow Jones & Co., accessible by subscribed users and organisations from
http:/ /www.dowjones.com / products/ product-factiva/) or with by using data extraction techniques in the
Google Search engine. We used the later method.

Because Google is generally restrictive about access provision to its search results, several methods could be
utilised to extract the sample of the URLs of interest. The complexity of the method can depend on several
factors, specifically, on the level of the researcher’s technical expertise as both manual and automated methods
are possible; on the hardware infrastructure, where RAM is usually a single limiting factor for the number of
search tab results open; operating system (some manual steps are easier to perform on Windows OS as system
PATH can be defined directly to the spreadsheet software), number of search query iterations or modifications
to be performed and depth of analysis (whether there is a need to go past the first page (1-10) results, which is
defined by additional coding in XPath and Javascript).

We used a semi-automated method, consisting of data collection, assembling and mining. Semi-automation
was chosen due to the need to control every single step and perform manual data quality analysis of the
scraped results. Our query was designed to include two sets of parameters, where the first set was performed
for cities in 2014 and another one for 2015. To enable multiple searches at once, we created automated browser
container (code below), into which we pasted 507x2 (complete list of cities, identified in Google Analytics
dataset, for the years 2014 and 2015).

<html>
<head>
<script>
function search()
{

var queries =
document.getElementsByTagName ('textarea') [0] .value.split (/[\r\nl/);

for(var 1 = 0, j = queries.length; 1 < j; 1i++)

if (queries[i])
window.open ('http://www.google.com/search?g="' + queries[i]);

}
</script>
</head>
<body>
<textarea style="height:50%;width:100%"></textarea>
<input type="button" value="Start!" onclick="search()">
</body>
</html>

Two examples of the query performed for Bristol are presented below. Because the aim of our search was to
collect information about actual floods rather than predicted or expected, we excluded any of the terms
pointing to the probability of the event, e.g., “warning’, “alert’, ‘risk’, ‘weather forecast’. We also excluded any
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climate-related events or meetings that took place in the locality during the time period of interest and might
be returned with results: e.g., “university’, ‘conference’, and ‘workshop”:

‘allintext:flooded bristol 2014 -warning -alert -risk -weather -forecast -
university —-conference -workshop’
‘allintext:flooded bristol 2015 -warning -alert -risk -weather -forecast -
university —-conference -workshop’

Without getting into coding details, similar results could be obtained using the Multiple Tabs Search extension
for the Google Chrome browser.

Because our analysis didn’t require the complete search results, only the most relevant ones, we collected the
top ten returns (the first page of the Google Results), using the Chrome Extension Data Miner with help of the
following XPath rules:

Name XPath Target
Id //div[@class="g"] Row

Link //div[@class="rc']/h3/a Column
URL //div[@class="rc']/h3/a/@href Column
BasicDescription //div[@class='rc']/div/div/span[@class="'st'] Column
Cite //div[@class="rc']/div/div/div/cite Column
Options //div[@class="rc']/div/div/div/div Column
MiscSnippet //div[@class="rc']/div/div Column

Another minimal coding option for extraction of the top URLs from queries that doesn’t involve multiple tabs
is possible using another popular Chrome extension, Linkclump. This tool requires repetitive manual collation
of the highlighted search results into spreadsheet processing software, e.g., Googledocs, Excel or LibreOffice.

If the coding option is preferred, it is also possible to make use of this Python code below, which uses
BeautifulSoup4. This option may be preferred due to the fact that the rest of the data analysis is performed in
Python.

>>>import bs4, sys, requests, webbrowser

>>>res=requests.get (‘http://google.com/search?g=" + ‘/.join(sys.argv[1l:]))

>>>soup=bs4.beautifulSoup (res.text)

>>>1linkElems=soup.select(‘'.r a’)

>>>numOpen=min (10, len(linkElems))

>>>def save to file(*numOpen) :

with open(‘/path/to/filename.txt’,mode=’wt’,encoding="utf-8’) as myfile:
for lines in numOpen:

myfile.write(*\n’.join(str(line) for line in lines))
myfile.write(*\n’)

The lists of URLs collected were subsequently analysed in order to verify whether any case of flooding had
been recorded in the locality during period from April 2014 to March 2015. For this, we assembled the list of
dates in several formats (e.g., ‘Date Month Year’ or ‘dd-mm-yyyy’) to cover the twelve months period of the
study, and performed iterative data scraping across both lists of URLs (‘2014" and “2015’) collected, having first
extracted the text to which they pointed:

>>>from bs4 import BeautifulSoup
>>>twentyl4=BeautifulSoup (html)
>>>twentyl4d text=twentyl4d.get text()

Finally, we iterated the list of dates over the text datasets in order to code each city according to whether or
not it was flooded on each date:

>>>with open (‘/path/to/twentyl4 text.txt’) as f:
twentyl4=f.read()
>>>with open(‘/path/to/Date Month Year.txt’) as f:
for date in (line.strip() for line in f):
if date in twentyld:
print ('17)
else:
print (Y0")

Combined results from these iterations are presented below.
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