Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA
Vol. 89, pp. 6526-6530, July 1992
Neurobiology

Temporal asyminetry in activation of Aplysia adenylyl cyclase by
calcium and transmitter may explain temporal requirements

of conditioning

YOorAM YOVELL*T AND THOMAS W. ABRAMSH

*Department of Neurobiology, The Weizmann Institute of Science, Rehovot, Israel; and fDepartment of Biology and the Institute of Neurological Sciences,

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 19104

Communicated by Eric R. Kandel, January 2, 1992

ABSTRACT Cellular experiments have suggested that
during classical conditioning of the gill and siphon withdrawal
reflex of Aplysia, adenylyl cyclase may serve as a molecular site
of convergence for Ca?* and serotonin (5-hydroxytryptamine;
5-HT), the cellular representations of the conditioned and
unconditioned stimuli (CS and US). We explored the possible
molecular basis of the behavioral requirement that the CS and
US be paired within a narrow time window and in the appro-
priate order. To examine the temporal interactions of brief
pulses of Ca?* and 5-HT in stimulating Aplysia neural cyclase,
we used a perfused-membrane cyclase assay. When brief pulses
of Ca** and 5-HT were paired, cyclase activation depended
upon the sequence of the pulses: peak cyclase activation was
greater when the Ca?* pulse immediately preceded the 5-HT
pulse. Examination of the rising phase of 5-HT stimulation
suggested that a Ca’?* prepulse might accelerate the onset of
activation by 5-HT, without affecting the final level of activa-
tion achieved with prolonged 5-HT exposure. The observed
interactions between Ca?* and transmitter in activating cyclase
could contribute importantly to the temporal requirements of
conditioning for CS-US pairing.

To function effectively, animals need to learn relationships
between stimuli or events within their environment. Recent
cellular studies of neural plasticity in both molluscs and
mammals suggest that during associative learning, dually
regulated proteins, such as the N-methyl-D-aspartate recep-
tor, serve as the sites where inputs from behavioral stimuli
converge and critical associative interactions occur (1, 2).
For example, in conditioning of the defensive gill and siphon
withdrawal reflex of Aplysia, the Ca?*/calmodulin (CaM)-
sensitive adenylyl cyclase may play an associative role (1). In
this conditioning paradigm, animals learn to increase their
withdrawal response to the conditioned stimulus (CS), a light
siphon touch, when it is paired with the unconditioned
stimulus (US), a tail shock (3). The US triggers release of
modulatory transmitters, including serotonin (5-HT) (4, 5).
These modulatory transmitters facilitate synaptic transmis-
sion from the siphon mechanosensory neurons, which are
activated by the CS, to postsynaptic neurons that produce the
withdrawal response. This synaptic facilitation is substan-
tially due to activation of adenylyl cyclase in the sensory
neurons (6, 7, 8). When sensory neuron activity or depolar-
ization immediately precedes the arrival of facilitatory trans-
mitter, as during pairing of the CS and US in associative
training, both the rise in cAMP levels and the synaptic
facilitation are enhanced (1, 9-13). Ca?* influx during sen-
sory neuron activity is critical for this activity-dependent
enhancement of presynaptic facilitation (13). Thus, Ca2* may
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serve as the cellular signal representing the CS, while facil-
itatory transmitter is the signal from the US.

These cellular studies suggested that elevated intracellular
Ca?* might potentiate the activation of cyclase by facilitatory
transmitter; this interaction may underlie activity-dependent
facilitation and, thus, contribute to conditioning (1). Consis-
tent with this hypothesis, Aplysia nervous system was found
to contain Ca?*/CaM-sensitive cyclase that is also activated
by the stimulatory GTP-binding protein, G5, which couples
receptors to cyclase (14). This analysis of associative synaptic
plasticity in Aplysia, together with studies of the Drosophila
mutant rutabaga, which is deficient in learning and memory
and which lacks Ca?*/CaM-sensitive cyclase (15-18), sug-
gested a functional role for this dually regulated enzyme.
Moreover, in mammalian brain, Ca2* /CaM-sensitive cyclase
is relatively abundant in areas implicated in learning (19).

If the Ca2* /CaM-sensitive cyclase is the site of associative
convergence between the inputs from the CS and US, then the
activation properties of the enzyme might explain the temporal
requirements of the associative learning in this system. In
many forms of classical conditioning, animals learn that the CS
predicts the arrival of the US if the two stimuli occur within a
specific time window and in the appropriate order (20). In
conditioning of the defensive withdrawal reflex, Aplysia learn
to increase their response to the CS if the CS and US are
presented within a 1-sec interval during training. There is also
a sequence requirement: associative learning does not result
from backward pairing in which the US begins first during
training, even when the two stimuli overlap temporally (21).
Activity-dependent presynaptic facilitation has similar se-
quence requirements for pairing: sensory neuron activity is
most effective in enhancing the response to facilitatory trans-
mitter if it precedes the transmitter (22).

To further explore the hypothesis that Ca?* potentiates
activation of cyclase by transmitter and that this interaction
contributes to activity-dependent facilitation and condition-
ing of the defensive withdrawal reflex, we have asked two
questions. First, do Ca?* and 5-HT act synergistically in
stimulating adenylyl cyclase? Second, does the cyclase dis-
play a sequence requirement for optimal activation by Ca?*
and transmitter that parallels the temporal requirements for
CS-US pairing in the conditioning of the withdrawal reflex?
In the experiments described here, which employed a per-
fused-membrane methodology to transiently apply Ca?* and
5-HT, we found that cyclase activation depended upon the
precise temporal relationship of the Ca2* and 5-HT expo-
sures. By analyzing the conditions necessary for optimal
activation to occur, we were able to gain some insight into the
nature of the mechanisms by which Ca2* and 5-HT interact.

Abbreviations: CaM, calmodulin; 5-HT, serotonin (5-hydroxytryp-
tamine); CS and US, conditioned and unconditioned stimulus.
tPresent address: Department of Psychiatry, New York State Psy-

chiatric Institute, 722 West 168 Street, New York, NY 10032.
$To whom reprint requests should be addressed.
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METHODS 5-HT produced an exposure to 5-HT of >6-sec width at

Steady-State and Perfused-Membrane Cyclase Assays. Cy- half-maximal concentration. Although we attempted to
clase activity under constant, steady-state conditions was achieve briefer exposures, the low rate of CAMP synthesis
assayed as described (14, 23). Continuous assay of cyclase precludgd faster flow rates. The 5-HT concentration is s'lmply
stimulated with transient exposures to 5-HT and Ca?* was proportional to the ratio of assay solutions with and without
accomplished by using a modification of a perfused-membrane transmitter at the membranes (Fig. 14). In contrast, the free
method (24) in which neural membranes are retained on a Ca?* transient is partially determined by chelation—i.e., the

low-density fibrous filter (Millipore AP25, 13 mm) and per- Ca?* profile is influenced by the EGTA and Ca’* concentra-
fused with assay solution. A valve (General Valve 9-453-900) tions in the Ca?* buffers. Profiles of ‘‘relative effective con-
upstream from the filter, with five input ports gated by centrations’’ of 5-HT and Ca2?* were estimated from solution
computer-activated solenoids, selected among four assay so- change vs. time curves (Fig. 1A) in combination with data from
lutions: (i) low Ca?*, (ii) high Ca2*, (iii) 20 uM 5-HT and low steady-state assays on cyclase stimulation with various con-
Ca?*, and (iv) 20 uM 5-HT and high Ca?*. The fifth port centrations of 5-HT or various ratios of high- and low-Ca2*
enabled washing of a filter prior to each assay to remove buffers (Fig. 1 B and C). It should be emphasized that although

cytosol. Assay solution was drawn at 2.5 ml/min by a peri- these curves are expressed as ‘‘% stimulation above basal,’

staltic pump downstream from the filter and collected in 6-sec they are not predictions of instantaneous cyclase activation.

fractions. For each perfused membrane experiment, five or six (They do not correspond to cyclase activation because binding

nervous systems of Aplysia californica were homogenized and unbinding of ligand and activation and inactivation of

(14, 24); 25% of the homogenate was applied to a filter for each cyclase all require time; moreover, in the case of Ca2* stim-

of four assays. Forward vs. backward pairing was compared ulation, the presence of GTP in perfused membrane assays

within preparations, with each assayed twice in an A-B-B-A would reduce the percent stimulation by Ca?* compared with

sequence. Fig. 1C.). In addition, because mixing occurred within the
Solutions. All buffers contained 50 mM K-Hepes (pH 7.6), filter, these curves correspond to average relative effective

75 mM KCl, 1 mM dithiothreitol, and protease inhibitors (14, ligand concentrations at the membranes at each time.

32). Homogenization buffer contained, in addition, 3 mM

EGTA. Assay solutions contained, in addition, 10 uM RESULTS

[@-2P]ATP (=5 % 107 cpm/ml), 50 uM [PH]cAMP (5 x 10* Ca?* and 5-HT Do Not Activate Cyclase Synergistically in

cpm/ml; for normalization of column recovery and fraction the Steady State. To test whether Aplysia neural adenylyl
volume in perfused-membrane assays), 2 uM CaM, 10 uM cyclase is activated synergistically by Ca2* and transmitter,

GTP, 0.5 mM isobutylmethylxanthine, creatine phosphoki- we measured cyclase activity with free Ca2* at either low or
nase at 2.5 units/ml, 5 mM creatine phosphate, and one of stimulatory levels, with or without 5S-HT. In Aplysia neural
eight Ca2* /EGTA buffers with Mg2*. Three pairs of Ca2* membranes in the presence of physiological concentrations
buffers were used in perfused-membrane assays and a fourth of CaM and Mg2*, increasing free Ca2* from <0.1 to 1-3 uM
pair was used in steady-state assays. Final total concentra- produces modest cyclase stimulation, typically ranging from

tions of EGTA/Ca?*/Mg?* in low- and high-Ca?* buffers 1.5- to 2-fold in the absence of GTP (half-maximal stimulation
were (in mM): in A,, and By, 3.0/0.015/1.45; in Ay, 3.0/ at about 0.3 uM) (14, 25). In the presence of GTP, which
5.0/1.0; in By;, 3.0/4.5/1.0; in C, 0.1/0.065/2.0; in Cy;, increases basal activity 3- to 5-fold, the relative stimulation
0.1/0.12/2.0; in Dy, 2.5/0.6/2.5; and in Dy;, 2.5/2.48/2.0. by Ca2?* is substantially smaller (Fig. 2). 5-HT with GTP
Free Mg?* was 1 mM in buffers A and B and 2 mM in buffers produces relatively powerful stimulation, ranging from 2- to
C and D. 10-fold. Dual activation of the cyclase by Ca?* and 5-HT was

Estimates of Stimulating Ligand Concentration in a Pulse. not even minimally synergistic (i.e., dual activation was not
While the valve had an internal volume of <6 ul, the filter itself greater than the sum of the two separate stimulations) (Fig.
contained =170 ul of solution; thus during and after a pulse of 2). This lack of synergism, which was observed in >12
Ca?* or 5-HT, the ligand concentration changed gradually at experiments, does not represent a ceiling effect because
the membranes (Fig. 1A). For example, a ‘‘1-sec pulse” of synergism was also absent in four experiments examining
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FiG.1. Estimation of 5-HT and Ca2* pulse profiles in perfused membrane experiments. (4) Percent of stimulus solution vs. time for stimulus
pulses of 6 (O) and 8 (e or @) sec. Measurements were made with a radioactivity-detector flow cell inmediately downstream from the filter and
with 32P in the stimulus solution. (B) Cyclase activity vs. 5S-HT concentration measured in steady-state assays, expressed as the percent of basal
activity, which was measured with 10 uM GTP and without 5-HT. (C) Cyclase activity vs. the ratio of high-Ca2* /low-Ca?* buffers in steady-state
assays, expressed as the percent of basal activity in the low-Ca2* buffer. Because GTP increases basal cyclase activity (14) thereby reducing
relative Ca2* stimulation these assays were done without GTP to more accurately measure Ca2* sensitivity. The highest level of free Ca2* tested
gave submaximal stimulation because of the biphasic Ca2* dependence of CaM-sensitive cyclase (14). Data in B and C are the means of three
experiments on different preparations, each assayed in quadruplicate. (D) Calculated ‘‘relative effective concentration’’ of S-HT during and after
a 6-sec 5-HT pulse. This effective 5-HT profile was generated from the steady-state data on 5-HT stimulation (from B) in combination with the
solution change profile (from A). (E) Calculated *‘relative effective concentration’’ of Ca2+ during and after a Ca2* pulse for a 6-sec pulse with
buffer pairs A (a) and B (0) and an 8-sec pulse with buffer pair C (@). These estimates of Ca2* pulse profiles were generated from the data on
steady-state Ca2* stimulation (from C) in combination with the solution change profile (from A). Note that D and E are estimated profiles of
effective concentrations of 5-HT and Ca2* at the membranes and not instantaneous cyclase stimulation.
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F1G.2. Ca?* and 5-HT do not interact synergistically in activating
Aplysia neural adenylyl cyclase under steady-state conditions. Stim-
ulating ligands (either 3 uM free Ca?* or 10 uM 5-HT or both) were
present throughout the 5-min assay. Activity is expressed as the
percent of basal activity (assayed with 10 nM free Ca2+). All assays
contained 2 uM CaM, 10 uM GTP, and 2 mM free Mg2+. Basal activity
was 28.7 + 2.03 pmol/min per mg of protein. Data are means + SD
of four replicate assays on membranes from two nervous systems.

effects of Ca?*/CaM on 5-HT dose-response curves; fur-
thermore, Aplysia neural cyclase can be stimulated more
powerfully by artificial activators (14, 32). Similar absence of
synergism in activation of cyclase by Ca?* and transmitter
has been observed in Drosophila cyclase (17) and some (26,
27), though not all (28, 29), studies of mammalian brain
cyclase. During conditioning and activity-dependent facilita-
tion, Ca2* (30) and facilitatory transmitter are likely to be at
stimulatory levels only transiently. This suggested that brief
pulses of Ca?* and 5-HT might act synergistically in activat-
ing cyclase, even though prolonged stimuli do not.
Perfused-Membrane Assays with Transient Stimuli Reveal
Temporal Asymmetry in Cyclase Activation. Previous studies
of temporal requirements for cyclase activation by Ca?* and
5-HT (14) were limited by the conventional assay methodol-
ogy in which transmitter, once added, is present for the
remainder of the assay. We adapted a perfused-membrane
cyclase assay (24) that allows the delivery of brief pulses of
stimulating ligands while cyclase activity is assayed contin-
uously. In this method, homogenized neural membranes are
embedded in a filter and perfused with assay solution con-
taining [a-32PJATP (the substrate for the cyclase), GTP,
CaM, and a Ca2* buffer. The [a-32P]c AMP synthesized by the
immobilized membranes during 6-sec intervals is chromato-
graphically separated (23) and quantified. The perfusate
could be switched from control assay solution with low Ca2*
to assay solution with either high Ca?* or 5-HT. In each
assay, a 6-sec Ca2* pulse was paired with a 6-sec 5-HT pulse
(see Fig. 1 for pulse profiles at the membranes). With forward
pairing (where Ca?* is followed by 5-HT), the Ca2* exposure
ended before the peak of the 5-HT exposure; with backward
pairing (where 5-HT precedes Ca?*), free Ca?* increased
after the 5S-HT concentration began to decline (Fig. 3).
With this configuration of Ca2* and 5-HT pulses, a sub-
stantial difference between forward and backward pairing
was observed. Peak cyclase stimulation was significantly
greater when Ca?* preceded 5-HT than when 5-HT came first
[P < 0.001Y; Fig. 3; the overall stimulation profiles were also
significantly different (P < 0.001)!!]. In principle, this differ-
ential activation might have resulted if there were greater
overlap between independent Ca?* and 5-HT stimulations
with forward pairing as compared with backward pairing.
However, the sequence effect cannot be explained by better
summation of the two separate stimulations with forward
pairing since Ca?* stimulation in the presence of GTP is
extremely modest (e.g., see Fig. 2). This brief Ca2* pulse,
when delivered alone in the presence of GTP, produced no
detectable stimulation (Fig. 3A); in the absence of GTP, it

YPaired one-tailed ¢ test on the differences within preparations be-
tween forward and backward (or between forward and S-HT alone).
IINormalized data were analyzed with a two-way ANOVA with one
repeated measure and with paired within-preparation comparisons.
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Fig. 3. Responses of adenylyl cyclase in perfused neural mem-
branes to forward or backward pairing of Ca2+ and 5-HT pulses or to
a Ca?* pulse alone. (a o) Forward sequence, Ca2+ pulse followed by
5-HT. (0 m) Backward sequence, 5-HT pulse followed by Ca2*. (0)
Ca?* pulse alone. Profiles of ‘‘relative effective concentrations’’ of
Ca?* and 5-HT (from Fig. 1 D and E) are shown below. (4) Forward
vs. backward pairing and Ca2* pulse alone. Cyclase activity during
each 6-sec interval is expressed as the percent of average basal activity
before stimuli. Data are means of eight separate experiments + SEM.
Error bars may be smaller than symbols. (B) Dependence of forward
vs. backward sequence effect on CaM. Responses to forward (A a) and
backward (O m) pairing are shown for assay solution with (A 0, n = 4)
and without (o m, n = 6) exogenous CaM. Error bars (+ SEM) are
shown for all points during 5-HT responses with CaM and only for
peak stimulation points without CaM. Note that with CaM, forward
pairing gave significantly greater peak stimulation than did backward
pairing. Note also that during the rising phase of 5-HT stimulation,
forward pairing produced significantly more activation at one time
point in A and at two time points in B. (*, P < 0.05; **, P < 0.01;
one-tailed 7 test calculated on within-preparation differences between
forward and backward pairing; in B, statistical comparisons shown
were between forward and backward pairing in experiments with
CaM; no significant differences were observed between forward and
backward pairing in experiments without CaM.) Ca2* buffers used
were Ay, and Ay; in A, and By, and By; in B. Free Ca2* when ‘‘low”’
was <1 nM; at the peak of the 6-sec Ca2* pulse, free Ca2* increased
to =1 um in A and =0.3 uM in B; (free Ca2* was calculated with an
iterative computer program). Each individual perfused membrane
experiment consisted of two duplicate assays on one preparation.
Basal activity was 4-5 pmol/min per mg of protein.

caused stimulation of 30-40% (31). Thus, the order depen-
dence observed in these experiments indicates that Ca2* and
5-HT pulses must interact in activating the cyclase. The
difference between forward and backward pairing was de-
pendent upon the presence of exogenous CaM in the assay
solution (Fig. 3B). Since CaM normally modulates proteins
by binding to their cytosolic domains, this suggests that Ca2*
influences transmitter activation; of cyclase by acting at an
intracellular site in these homogenized membranes, rather
than by affecting the extracellular domain of the receptor.
A Ca?* Prepulse May Enhance the Rate of Cyclase Activa-
tion by Transmitter. An initial insight into the nature of the
interaction between transient Ca?* and 5-HT stimuli came
from perfused membrane experiments in which the Ca?*
pulse was relatively broad and overlapped more extensively
with the 5-HT peak. With the broad Ca?* pulse, during
forward pairing, the effective Ca2* exposure extended =1 sec
past the 5-HT peak; with backward pairing, the Ca2* expo-
sure began =1 sec before the 5-HT concentration began to
decline. With these pulse configurations, no difference was
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F1G. 4. Responses of cyclase to forward or backward pairing of
Ca?* and 5-HT pulses with increased pulse overlap. Mean cyclase
activity in two individual 6-sec time periods during responses to
paired Ca2* and 5-HT pulses or Ca2* alone. Exposure to CaZ* (8 sec
pulse with buffer Cp;) was longer than in Fig. 3 (see Fig. 1E). With
forward pairing, the Ca2* exposure continued past the peak of the
5-HT exposure. Free Ca?* was =30 nM when low and =9 uM at the
peak of the pulse. PEAK is the 6-sec interval of maximal stimulation
by 5-HT. ONSET is the first 6-sec interval in which 5-HT stimulation
occurred. Ca2* ALONE is the response to a Ca2* pulse delivered
with the same timing as in forward pairing; the response is shown for
the same interval as in ONSET. For forward and backward pairing,
n = 8; for Ca?* pulse alone, n = 3. Error bars are + SEM.

observed in peak stimulation between forward and backward
pairing (Fig. 4). However, during the 6-sec interval in which
5-HT stimulation first began to rise, there was greater cyclase
activation with forward pairing than with backward pairing
(initial stimulation was 77 = 23% for forward and 34 + 18%
for backward pairing, where stimulation is expressed as the
percent above basal activity; n = 8; P < 0.05Y). Since the
enhancement of cyclase stimulation with forward pairing was
seen only in the first interval in the activation curve, it could
have reflected a random difference. Therefore, we specifi-
cally examined this initial activation point in a second series
of experiments comparing forward pairing with a 5S-HT pulse
alone; this comparison was identical to the forward vs.
backward pairing comparison since at this initial activation
point with backward pairing, the Ca?* pulse had not yet
begun. Ca?* followed by 5-HT produced significantly greater
initial activation than did 5-HT alone (initial stimulation was
97 + 23% for forward pairing vs. 60 + 33% for 5-HT alone,
where stimulation is expressed as the percent above basal;
n=5; P <0.027). As in the previous experiment with these
broad Ca?* pulses (Fig. 4), forward pairing did not increase
the peak stimulation of the cyclase. The enhancement of
initial activation with forward pairing could not have been
simply due to summation of separate Ca?* and 5-HT stimu-
lations, since the same Ca?* pulse delivered alone in the
presence of GTP gave no detectable stimulation (Fig. 4).
With the briefer Ca?* pulses (Fig. 3), during the rising
phase of cyclase activation, forward pairing also produced
significantly greater stimulation than did backward pairing;
this difference was observed at either one or two of the initial
activation points depending upon the size of the Ca2* pulse
(Fig. 3).** These results from perfused membrane assays
together with those from steady-state assays suggest that
while 5-HT alone can effectively activate cyclase in the
absence of Ca2*, the binding of Ca2*/CaM to the cyclase may
cause a conformational change that facilitates coupling of
activated G, to the enzyme; thus, a Ca2* prepulse would
enhance the rate of cyclase activation. This same hypothe-

**With forward pairing, this first time point with 5S-HT stimulation
includes both cAMP synthesis during the Ca2* pulse before 5-HT’s
arrival and cAMP synthesis as 5-HT arrives; since a Ca2+ pulse
alone may have a small inhibitory effect in the presence of GTP
(ref. 31 and Fig. 3A), enhanced initial activation by 5-HT may be
masked by earlier exposure to Ca2+.

Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 89 (1992) 6529

sized CaM-dependent conformation of the cyclase could
explain the absence of enhanced peak activation in forward
pairing with a prolonged Ca?* pulse (Fig. 4); it is possible that
as 5-HT washout began, G uncoupling from cyclase was .
accelerated by CaM that remained bound. Although CaM
could act on other proteins in the receptor-Gs—cyclase sys-
tem, the cyclase itself is a likely site since it binds, and is
modulated by, CaM (14, 32).

5-HT Alone May Produce Cyclase Stimulation Intermediate
Between Forward and Backward Pairing of Ca?* and 5-HT.
Abrams et al. (14) had observed that pairing a 10-sec increase
in Ca?* with the onset of a prolonged exposure to 5-HT
resulted in enhancement of the stimulation of cAMP synthe-
sis by 5-HT under assay conditions in which 5-HT alone
produced very modest cyclase stimulation (only 1.3- to
1.4-fold).? The experiments presented above that examined
the onset of cyclase activation suggested that a prepulse of
Ca?* could enhance the rate of activation by a 5-HT pulse. In
general, we avoided comparing all three conditions (forward
pairing, 5-HT alone, and backward pairing) within the same
neural preparation because cyclase activity and transmitter
stimulation declined over time in the homogenate (which
included cytosol and endogenous proteases). In the one
series of experiments in which all three were directly com-
pared, forward pairing resulted in significantly greater peak
activation (3.96 = 0.25-fold) than both backward pairing (2.41
+ 0.47-fold) and 5-HT alone (2.54 + 0.30-fold) (n = 3; P <
0.01). Stimulation with 5-HT alone was examined in three
additional series of experiments that had different Ca2* pulse
profiles and in which forward vs. backward differences were
robust. In these four series of experiments, with two config-
urations of Ca2* and 5-HT pulses, forward pairing produced
significantly greater peak cyclase activation than did 5-HT
alone; in contrast, with two other pulse configurations, there
was no significant difference between forward pairing and
5-HT alone. The observation that differences between for-
ward pairing and 5-HT alone were relatively sensitive to the
precise timing and shape of the paired Ca?* pulse, compared
with differences between forward and backward pairing,
suggested that a backward pulse of Ca?* may actually be
inhibitory; thus, 5-HT alone may produce stimulation that is
intermediate between forward and backward pairing (see
Discussion).

DISCUSSION

Cellular studies of intact Aplysia mechanosensory neurons
9, 11, 13, 33, 34) suggested that the Ca2*/CaM-sensitive
adenylyl cyclase may be an important site of stimulus con-
vergence, contributing to activity-dependent enhancement of
presynaptic facilitation in these neurons and to associative
modification of the withdrawal reflex. In both conditioning of
this reflex and in activity-dependent facilitation, the associa-
tive change depends upon the sequence of pairing (21, 22);
therefore, it seemed possible that activation of cyclase by
Ca2* and transmitter would depend upon the order of their
arrival. In the present study, we found that when brief
exposures to Ca2* and 5-HT were paired, they interacted in
stimulating the cyclase in a temporally asymmetric manner.
A Ca?* pulse that preceded the arrival of 5-HT resulted in
greater activation than a Ca?* pulse that began after the peak
of the 5-HT exposure.

Several observations suggest that the greater peak cyclase
activation with forward pairing might be due to effects of
Ca?* on the rate of cyclase activation by transmitter, rather
than to actual synergism between the two inputs once acti-
vation has occurred. First, Ca?* and 5-HT did not produce

111t is unclear why 5-HT stimulation of Aplysia neural cyclase was
unusually weak in the protocol used in these earlier experiments.
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synergistic activation under steady-state conditions. Second,
in perfused-membrane assays with longer Ca?* pulses, where
no difference was observed in peak 5-HT activation, forward
pairing of Ca2* and 5-HT produced enhanced initial activa-
tion compared with both backward pairing and 5-HT alone
(Fig. 4). The temporal resolution of these assays did not allow
us to clearly resolve the rapid time course of cyclase activa-
tion in order to definitively distinguish effects on activation
rate from effects on peak activation. However, it is possible
to accurately measure the slower decay of cyclase activation
once free 5S-HT has been washed out. We recently found that
a late pulse of Ca?* accelerated the decay of cyclase activa-
tion (31), suggesting that Ca2* may increase the rate of both
cyclase activation and cyclase deactivation.

The striking order dependence in activation of cyclase by
paired Ca2* and 5-HT would be expected to contribute to the
temporal requirements for stimulus pairing both during ac-
tivity-dependent enhancement of presynaptic facilitation in
the sensory neurons and in classical conditioning of the
withdrawal reflex. If Ca2* /CaM affects the rate of activation
of cyclase by receptor and Gg, then this interaction should be
particularly important in situations where the facilitatory
transmitter is available for only a few seconds. Thus, the
effects of a preceding rise in Ca2* on cyclase activation by
5-HT might be more dramatic with briefer S-HT exposures,
as would occur if serotonergic facilitator interneurons were
active for only a few seconds, primarily during the 1- or
1.5-sec US (3, 21). The actual pattern of activity of the
neurons that trigger synaptic facilitation during conditioning
is not known. To date, two patterns of facilitator neuron
response have been observed. The serotonergic CB1 neurons
are active for minutes after a tail shock (5). In contrast, the
nonserotonergic L29 neurons remain active for <0.5 sec after
a tail shock (35). Most probably other groups of yet uniden-
tified facilitator neurons also contribute to synaptic plasticity
during conditioning. We suggest that most of the facilitatory
transmitter may be released in a temporally restricted man-
ner, given the narrow time window required for CS-US
pairing during conditioning. In general, the activation prop-
erties of the cyclase would enable it to play an associative role
in forms of conditioning where the input from the US is quite
brief. Other cellular mechanisms, such as convergence at
downstream loci, are likely to mediate associative interac-
tions where the US input is more prolonged or the optimal
interval for stimulus pairing is substantially longer; one such
potential downstream convergence site that shows synergis-
tic activation is the CRE binding protein (36). Alternatively,
under circumstances where cyclase activation is extremely
modest during prolonged exposure to facilitatory transmitter
(e.g., ref. 14), pairing a Ca?* pulse with 5-HT could enhance
cyclase activation, though we would expect order depen-
dence to be absent.

As described above, the difference in peak activation
between forward pairing (Ca2* followed by 5-HT) and 5-HT
alone was not as robust as the difference between forward
and backward pairing of Ca?* and 5-HT. The finding that a
late pulse of Ca?* accelerates cyclase deactivation (31)
suggests that a late pulse of Ca2* may have inhibitory effects,
resulting in decreased stimulation as compared with 5-HT
alone. Thus, the difference between forward and backward
pairing observed in the present experiments may be dueto a
combination of enhanced activation with forward pairing and
reduced stimulation with backward pairing. These results
raise the possibility that backward pairing might result in less
enhancement of the response elicited by the CS than com-
pletely unpaired presentation of the CS and US. Indeed, in a
number of vertebrate conditioning paradigms, the response
to a CS that is presented at a short interval after a US shows
inhibitory conditioning (37-39). Sequence preferences have
also been observed in the activation of a protein kinase (40)
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and the N-methyl-D-aspartate receptor (41) by dual inputs. It
is appealing to think that if these proteins are involved in
gating modulatory responses that contribute to associative
learning, their sequence preferences could similarly contrib-
ute to the temporal features of various forms of conditioning.
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