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Figure 4.  Secondary calibration of the basal passerine divergence, 
using a mitochondrial clock (Fleischer et al. 1998).  The abscissa is the 
non-parametrically rate-smoothed nuclear sequence divergence for 22 
independent sister-taxon comparisons, and the ordinate is the estimated 
divergence times of those sister taxa based on cytochrome b distances 
and a gene-specific evolutionary rate (see Materials and Methods).  The 
solid line is the best-fit Model II regression, and the dashed lines depict 
the 95% CI of the regression slope.  The solid circular point in the upper 
right quadrant is the 82 Ma calibration assumed by Ericson et al. (2002), 
plotted at our corrected nuclear divergence for Acanthisitta.  The solid 
diamond is the 77.1 Ma figure estimated by van Tuinen and Hedges 
(2001) for the "suboscine"/oscine divergence (i.e., excluding 
Acanthisitta), plotted at our corrected nuclear divergence for that split.




