
Supp Mat 2: Development of a comprehensive Read codes list of relevant 
signs and symptoms for colorectal cancer  
- A preliminary list of signs/symptoms that could prompt diagnostic work-up for 

a possible colorectal cancer has been developed based on the review of the 
literature and clinical guidelines.  

- The list of relevant signs/symptoms has been discussed and reviewed with 
clinical experts and project collaborators. In particular, experts and 
collaborators included three GPs with a specific interest in cancer; a 
consultant gastroenterologist with expertise in using CPRD; an oncologist 
with expertise in patient pathways; four public health specialists and 
epidemiologists with specific expertise in cancer diagnosis. Colorectal cancer 
patients have also taken part in discussing relevant signs/symptoms. 

- Read codes for relevant signs/symptoms have been identified. We have 
applied the pre-specified list to the CPRD records; using the Read Code 
hierarchy and key-words we have expanded the code list including additional 
relevant Read codes.  

	


