
•  Invasive breast cancer diagnosed 1992-2005 
•  Women aged <70 years 
•  Registred in the Swedish National Breast Cancer Registry in two of six 

regions in Sweden (Uppsala/Örebro and Stockholm/Gotland) 
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•  Retrospective follow-up of medical records until 2012 
•  TMA production of paraffin-embedded tumor material  
•  Exclusion of patients not filling the criteria (non-invasive cancer n=10, not 

breast cancer n=3) or stage IV at diagnosis (n=38)  

Reduction of number of controls by randomisation 

Identification of population-based cohort 

•  Breast cancer specific survival 
•  Distant disease free survival 
•  Loco-regional recurrence free suvival 

-  Lost to follow-up (n=8) 
- Tumor material not included in   
  TMA (n=137)  
•  not operated (n=3) 
•  material not found (n=117)  
•  no tumor left in block (n=16)  
•  missing consent to use material 

(n=1) 

Supplementary Figure S1. Patient flow diagram 
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