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Fecal homogenate inhibits detection of CWD prions by RT-QuIC. (a) Twenty or 10 % (w/v)
fecal homogenate was prepared in feces extract buffer using samples collected from a CWD-
negative elk. The homogenates were spiked with brain homogenate from a CWD-infected elk at
a final concentration of 1 %. Aliquots of 10fold serial dilutions thereof as indicated were
analysed by RT-QuIC using deer PrP as a substrate. Serial dilutions of CWD-positive or negative
brain homogenate served as controls. (b) Serial dilutions of fecal homogenates (10 %) of CWD-
negative elk were used to seed RT-QuIC reactions with deer rPrP as a substrate. All assays were
performed in quadruplicate, x-axes show the reaction time, y-axes the relative thioflavin T (ThT)
fluorescence.



