
Heme Oxygenase Activity

Total heme oxygenase activity (the rate of appearance of bilirubin) was measured by a

spectrophotometric method in the microsomal fraction isolated from left ventricular

homogenates16.

Echocardiography

Rats were anesthetized with isofluorane for echocardiographic examinations. Rat heart

rates ranged from 350-400 bpm during echocardiography. Echocardiography was

performed using a 6-15 MHz Ultraband Intraoperative Linear Array probe and a Sonos

5500 ultrasound imaging system (Philips Ultrasound, Andover, MA). Images were

obtained from both the parasternal short and long axes, saved to cineloop utilizing native

frame rates of >60hz and analyzed utilizing an off-line analysis program.  Endocardial

borders were traced and systolic and diastolic areas and volumes were calculated.
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