
 

 

Appendix A: Search strategy and search results. 

Searches were performed at http://arvojournals.org/Solr/advancedSearch.aspx in January 2015. 

# Search term 2010 2009 2008 2007 

 Total number of abstracts presented 6310  6236 6058 5893 

1 diagnostic accuracy (all) 26 16 17 11 

2 sensitivity specificity (all) 91 77 92 74 

3 sensitivity specific (all) 49 44 55 40 

4 sensitive specificity (all) 12 11 15 11 

5 sensitive specific (all) 46 51 40 34 

6 “true positive rate” (all) 1 0 0 0 

7 “false positive rate” (all) 4 6 3 5 

8 “true positive ratio” (all) 1 0 0 0 

9 “false positive ratio” (all) 1 0 0 0 

10 “true positive fraction” (all) 0 0 0 0 

11 “false positive fraction” (all) 0 0 0 0 

12 TPR FPR TPF FPF (any) 0 0 1 0 

13 “predictive value” (all) 25 26 23 27 

14 “predictive values” (all) 8 4 7 3 

15 PPV NPV (all) 6 2 8 4 

16 “likelihood ratio” (all) 2 3 4 4 

17 “likelihood ratios” (all) 2 2 3 1 

18 “diagnostic odds ratio” (all) 0 0 0 0 

19 “diagnostic odds ratios” (all) 0 0 1 0 

20 DOR (all) 0 1 0 0 

21 AUC ROC AUROC AUCROC  (any) 76 65 55 33 

22 “AUC-ROC” (all) 0 0 2 0 

23 “receiver operating” (all) 34 28 32 23 

24 “receiver operator” (all) 7 6 3 3 

25 “c statistic” (all) 0 1 0 2 

26 “c index” (all) 2 1 0 1 

27 youden (all) 0 0 1 0 

28 “diagnostic performance” (all) 18 9 9 5 

29 “diagnostic ability” (all) 11 7 6 2 

30 “discriminative ability” (all) 3 0 1 1 

31 “gold standard” (all) 30 27 34 21 

32 “reference standard” (all) 9 9 11 2 

33 “reference test” (all) 2 0 0 0 

34 “index test” (all) 0 0 0 0 

 Results before deduplication 466 396 423 307 

 Results after deduplication 271 246 243 198 

 Abstracts of diagnostic accuracy studies included 126 96 102 75 
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Appendix B: List of included abstracts (n=399). 

Abstracts included per year of presentation: 

2007: n=75
1-75

; 2008: n=102
76-177

; 2009: n=96
178-273

; 2010: n=126
274-399

. 
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