
blunderbuss therapy. 

To the Editor, Tiie Indian Medical Gazette. 

Sir,?May I crave the indulgence of a little space in 
your journal to bring to the notice of the medical 
profession in India at large an instance (which must be 
one of thousands) of negligent practice by our noble 
profession? 
My daughter, aged 17, was married in December 

last. After a month's residence with her husband she 
became seriously ill. News being received a month 
later that her state was critical, my wife proceeded to 
Barisal to bring the girl back here so that I might treat 
lier mj'self. 
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During this time she had been under the treatment 
of an M.B. of an Indian university. This man made 
no attempt to diagnose the case by any orthodox 
methods, and evident!}' believed in 

" 

shot-gun 
" 

treat- 
ment. 

First, he prescribed the noisome concoction given 
below for no apparent reason:?? 

ft Hexamina .. .. gr. x. 

Glyocthymolinc .. gr. vi. 
Sodii benzoas .. .. in. xx. 

Tinct. carminativa .. m. iv. 
Tinct. scillae .. m. xv. 

Thiocol (Roche) .. .. gr- viii. 

Syr. vasaka et tolu .. oj- 
Aqua chloroformi .. 

One such dose thrice daily. Later there was added 
to the above mixture:? 

Extract, kalmagh. liquid ? ? 5i. 
Syr. cascara arom. .. ? ? ofs. 

Together with this prescription the following 
powders were ordered:? 

U Sodii-sulphocarbolas .. gr. vi. 

Dimol .. .. gr. viii. 

Orphal .. ? ? gr. i. 

Pulv. ipecac. .. .. gr. i. 
Ivaolina pulv. .. .. gr. x. 

One such powder twice daily. The Orphal was 

omitted after the second day. 
Next, as the girl had been born and had been resident 

in Assam, on this ground alone he gave her three 
injections of urea-stibamine/ thereby producing 
abscesses. The patient was meanwhile getting worse, 
and was also being starved at the orders of the said 
M.B., who incidentally charged a very heavy rate of 
fees. 
By the time my daughter arrived here, after thirty 

odd days of fever, she was in an extremely critical 
condition. I at once called in the help of the European 
district medical officer, who immediately established 
the diagnosis of heavy malignant tertian malaria 
microscopically. Examination of the stools showed an 
infection with Trichomonas liominis (a harmless com- 
mensal of the intestinal tract), and nothing else. 
Quinine treatment was promptly administered in large 
doses with an immediate effect in the reduction of 
temperature and general improvement for a few days. 
Unhappily, at this stage the patient was overcome by 
a severe and fatal attack of lobar pneumonia, thus 
terminating the course of a very sadly neglected case. 
Such neglect and blunderbuss treatment brings the 

greatest discredit on the medical profession. The medi- 
cal register is disgraced by the inclusion of such men 
in its pages. Further, a second scandal is Ihe number 
of men who qualify but never register at all. It is 
to be hoped that other such cases will be reported in 
your columns to bring to light the almost universal 
custom of shot-gun "treatment." It, would clear (llc 
atmosphere considerably if the Medical Councils could 
take action in such instances. 
My deepest gratitude is due to the District Medical 

Officer and the Manager of this estate, who did their 
best to save the life of my daughter. Unfortunatelv 
it was too late for them to do anything. 
Thanking you for the courtesy of publication 

Yours, etc., 
DURGA CHARAN" CHATTERJI, L.MiS 

Medical Officer. 
Halem Tea Co., Ltd., 

Halem P. O., Darrang, Assam, 
25th March, 1930. 


