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Scabies is one of the common skin diseases 
in hospital practice but it is no respector of 
rich or poor. Mikhail and Falk (1952) re- 

ported that animal scabies is fairly common; 
the usual sources are camels, cats and cattle. 

Sequeira (1925) also described that scabies of 

goat and camel not infrequently attack men. 
Thomson (Mitchell-Heggs, 1950) who has 
worked on the animal skin diseases communi- 
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cable to man also stated that scabies from goat 
is communicable to man. 

In our country the subject has not been in- 

vestigated and studied except by Panja and 
Ghosh (1952). 

While surveying the presence of skin diseases 
among the animals in the Belgachia Veterinary 
College Hospital, two domestic goats were 

found to be suffering from skin lesions. On in- 

vestigation, it was found that thirteen members 
of the family where the goats lived were also 

suffering from a similar type of skin lesions, 
with intense irritation. History revealed that 
the younger goat was affected first but its 

source of infection could not be traced. At 

the beginning the goat used to rub its body on 
hard substances, apparently due to irritation of 
the skin. Later small papules appeared all 
over its body, and due to rubbing, the tips of 
some papular lesions were excoriated and 

started weeping. 

On close examination, some papular lesions 

were seen in and around the hair roots and 
the surface of the skin was covered with scales. 

The hairs were found to be matted together 
all over the body. In some places, there were 
partial loss of hairs. Some lesions were pro- 

ducing sero-sanguinous foul-smelling discharge. 
The animal appeared to be very ill and was ill- 
nourished. Scircoptes scabiei var. Caprae was 
isolated from the scraped material of the lesions 
of the skin. 

The older goat was affected later with simi- 
lar lesions, due to infection with sarcoptes 
presumably from the younger one, as both of 
them used to be in close contact with each 
other. As the disease was at its early stage, 
the lesions were limited to and around the nos- 

trils, horns, ears, eyelids and just below the 
neck. The lesions were dry and covered with 
adherent scales. In some places there was par- 
tial loss of hairs. This animal also used to 
rub those affected parts against hard substances 
to allay irritation. 

Sarcoptes scabiei var. caprae was isolated 
from lesions of both the animals. The animals 
were treated by the veterinary Surgeons with 
the following with success?(1) Tetmosol soap 
(2) Ung sulphuris 12^% (3) Mange powder. 

On examining the members of the family, it 

was found that the younger members were 

more affected than the older ones. The lesions 

were present on the following sites viz. on the 

inner side of the arms, fore-arms, behind the 

elbow joints, lower part of the abdomen, groins 
and buttocks. No burrows were noticed. The 

lesions were mostly pustular, a few papulo- 
vascular. Scraping of the papular lesion were 

collected as in goats to find any Acarus scabiei 
and in four cases, among the members of the 

family sarcoptes scabiei were found. In human 

scabies generally the mite is demonstrated from 
the scraping of burrows. 

From the above observation, the following 
points may be noted in scabies infection in men 
from animal origin. There was no site of elec- 
tion as in human scabies and the eruptions 
were most on the parts which were in close 
contact with the infected animals and the irri- 
tation was intense. The burrows characteristic 
of human scabies were not present. The pre- 
sence of sarcoptes scabiei was detected from 

the scraping of the papular lesions of the skin. 
The cases were treated with ung. sulphuris 
.(B.P.) but the response to treatment was rather 
slow and the irritation of the skin persisted 
even long after the complete disappearance of 
the lesions. 

The principal features of scabies infection in 
human beings from animal sources, as found 
as a result of this clinical study, are:? 

1. There is no site of election of lesions as 
in human scabies. Lesions are generally at the 
site of contact with the animals. The younger 
members were more affected than the older 
ones. 

2. No burrows are noticed. 

3. Scabies from animal sources causes much 
irritation that persists even after the disap- 
pearance of papular lesions. 

4. It takes a longer time to cure the condi- 
tion with the usual methods of treatment as 

practised in the treatment of human scabies. 

5. Sarcoptes scabiei (possibly of animal 

origin) is found from scraping of the lesions of 
men suffering from scabies. 

Summary 
Thirteen members in a family were infected 

with Acarus scabiei from two domestic goats 
suffering from mange infection, have been des- 
cribed. No burrows were detected, the lesions 
were most on the sites which were in contact 
with the infected goats. Sarcoptes scabiei was 
demonstrated from the lesions by scraping. 
The irritation was intense and the response to 
treatment was slow. 
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