
A DOUBLE-HEADED MONSTER 

By D. N. GHOSH 
District Medical Officer, 0. T. Railway, Samastipur 

A double-headed monster was born in the 

Railway Hospital, Samastipur, on 5th July, 1948. 
It is an interesting case because of its rarity; the 
photograph (plate XXII) tells its own story. 
Dr. Mody, in his jurisprudence, gives a picture 
of such monster without any detail. 
The woman was a sweeper by caste, second 

para, and fairly well built. She came to hospital 
in a precarious condition, having been in labour 
for five days. She was totally exhausted from 
protracted labour in spite of good health. 
When she arrived in hospital, one of the heads 

was hanging down, and the other head and the 
body of the child were found on examination to 
be lying across the uterus which was so tonically 
contracted that a thorough examination was not 
possible till she was given chloroform. Twins 

were suspected but not a double-headed monster. 
The child had died some time ago and was in 
a macerated condition. 
She was delivered under deep anaesthesia by 

manipulation. Paudalie version was done and 
the other head was taken out by forceps. 
There was only one cord and one placenta. The 
woman made an uneventful recovery after 

running a temperature for a few days. 
The monster was fully developed. Both heads 

were covered with hair, and eyes, nose and ears 
were perfectly normal. It had two lower limbs 
and two upper limbs and its weight was about 
7 lb. The chest was a little broader than usual. 
There was no line of fusion of two separate 
foetuses although this was the case. There was 
one common anus, behind which there were two 
dumpies in one of which caudal prolongation 
persisted giving the impression of a tail. 

Both male and female genital organs were 

present; the former being only rudimentary 
whereas the latter, being prominent, had the 

stamp of a female child (see photograph). 
Such a freak of nature is not ordinarily seen. 

There is no doubt they were twins, fused 

together during development but the heads 
remained separate and one set of limbs either 
did not develop or remained buried in the body. 
The dissection would have revealed it and 

probably two hearts but as the specimen would 
have been spoilt, the course was given up. 
Now the question arises whether such a child 

is capable of survival at all, when diagnosed 
early and delivered by Cesarean, if necessary. 
In this case it could not be determined if there 
was any sign of life when the first head was 
born. 
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