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Supplementary Table S2: Primers used for quantitative RT-PCR for the 42 selected genes and CCND1, 
MKI67, TBP controls

Gene Upper sequence (5′ à 3′) Lower sequence (5′ à 3′) Amplicon size 
(pb)

EGFR 5′ GGA GAA CTG CCA GAA ACT GAC C 3′ 5′ GCC TGC AGC ACA CTG GTT G 3′ 106
ERBB2 5′ AGC CGC GAG CAC CCA AGT 3′ 5′ TTG GTG GGC AGG TAG GTG AGT T 3′ 147
ERBB3 5′ GTCTGTGTGACCCACTGCAACT 3′ 5′ GGGTGGCAGGAGAAGCATT 3′ 80
ERBB4 5′ GGC TGC TGA GTT TTC AAG GAT G 3′ 5′ GCT TCA TAC GAT CAT CAC CCT GA 3′ 74
FGFR1 5′ GAA TTG GAG GCT ACA AGG TCC GTT 3′ 5′ GGT TGA TGC TGC CGT ACT CAT TCT 3′ 118
FGFR2 5′ GGC CGT GAA GAT GTT GAA AGA TG 3′ 5′ CCT GTG TGC AGG CTC CAA GAA 3′ 128
FGFR3 5′ GGCTGAAGAACGGCAGGGAGT 3′ 5′ CTGCTGATGCCGCAGCTTGA 3′ 68
IGF1R 5′ CCAAGGCCTGAAAACTCCATCT 3′ 5′ ACACATTCTCGCTGATCCTCAACT3′ 116
IGF2 5′ CGA CCG TGC TTC CGG ACA AC 3′ 5′ AGG CGC TGG GTG GAC TGC TT 3′ 85
MET 5′ ATG GGT CAA TTC AGC GAA GTC C 3′ 5′ GAT CGA GAA ACC ACA ACC TGC AT 3′ 119
HGF 5′ CCC TGG TGT TTC ACA AGC AAT C 3′ 5′ GGT CAT GCA TTC AAC TTC TGA ACA 3′ 81
KIT 5′ TCC TCG CCT CCA AGA ATT GTA T 3′ 5′ CTT GAT GTC TCT GGC TAG ACC AAA 3′ 111
KITLG 5′ ACG TCA CTA AAT TGG TGG CAA ATC 3′ 5′ GCT TAT CCA ACA ATG ACT TGG CA 3′ 98
RET 5′ GCC ACC GAC CAG CAG ACC T 3′ 5′ GCC TCC TCG GCC ACA TAT GA 3′ 80
CSF1R 5′ GATGGGTGGCAGGAAGGTGA 3′ 5′ GGGCCCTGGGATGACTTTCT 3′ 67
PDGFRA 5′ CAT TTA CAT CTA TGT GCC AGA CCC A 3′ 5′ ATG GCA GAA TCA TCA TCC TCC AC 3′ 93
PDGFRB 5′ CCC CAG TGC CGA GTT AGA AGA C 3′ 5′ GCA CGT AGC CGC TCT CAA CC 3′ 116
ALK 5′ CGG AGG ATA TAT AGG CGG CAA T 3′ 5′ ATG CCC AGT GGA CTG ATG AAG GA 3′ 90
SRC 5′ ACC ACC TTT GTG GCC CTC TAT G 3′ 5′ GCC ACC AGT CTC CCT CTG TGT T 3′ 109
DDR2 5′ TCC AGT CAC CGA CCA CTC CAT 3′ 5′ GTA AGA CAC CAA GCC ATC TAG CCA 3′ 82
ROS1 5′ GATGGCAACGTTTTATGGTCCTT 3′ 5′ TCTAGCTGCCAGATCCCTGTGA 3′ 126
VEGFA 5′ CTT GCC TTG CTG CTC TAC CTC C 3′ 5′ CAT CCA TGA ACT TCA CCA CTT CGT 3′ 103
VEGFB 5′ GGT GCC CAG CTG CGT GAC T 3′ 5′ CCG GAT CAT GAG GAT CTG CAT C 3′ 112
VEGFR1 5′ ATC ATT CCG AAG CAA GGT GTG AC 3′ 5′ TCC TTC TAT TAT TGC CAT GCG CT 3′ 122
VEGFR2 5′ TGG GAA CCG GAA CCT CAC TAT C 3′ 5′ GTC TTT TCC TGG GCA CCT TCT ATT 3′ 132
VEGFR3 5′ GTC ACG CTG CGC TCG CAA A 3′ 5′ GTG CAG CAG TGG CGT GGA CA 5′ 99
PGF 5′ GCTCGTCAGAGGTGGAAGTGGT 3′ 5′ CTCGCTGGGGTACTCGGACA 3′ 103
STAT3 5′ GCT TCC TGC AAG AGT CGA ATG TT 3′ 5′ GGC TTC TCA AGA TAC CTG CTC TGA 3′ 85
MDM2 5′ GCG TGC CAA GCT TCT CTG TGA 3′ 5′ CTG AGT CCG ATG ATT CCT GCT GA 3′ 96
ABL1 5′ GCCAGTACGGGGAGGTGTACGA 3′ 5′ CTCCATGGTGTCCTCCTTCAAGGT 3′ 96
NOTCH1 5′ TGC GTG CAG CGC GTC AAT GAC T 3′ 5′ CAG CGG CGC CCG GTG TGA 3′ 62
NOTCH2 5′ CAC CTG CCC ACA AGG CTA CA 3′ 5′ CAC AAG GAT TGC TAT TGG CCA T 3′ 80
NOTCH4 5′ GTGCATCTGCCTGCCTGGATT 3′ 5′ CCCACCATTGGCACAGGGA 3′ 85
JAK2 5′ GACTTTTGCTGTCGAGCGAGAA 3′ 5′ CTTTGTCCCACTGAGGTTGTACTCTT 3′ 94
SMO 5′ GCT ACT TCC TCA TCC GAG GAG TCA 3′ 5′ GGC GCA GCA TGG TCT CGT T 3′ 108
TEK 5′ GTC AGC TTG CTC CTT CTG GAA CT 3′ 5′ GAG GCA ATG CAG GTG AGA GAT GT 3′ 107
AKT1 5′ CCC AGG TCA CGT CGG AGA CT 3′ 5′ ACT CCA TGC TGT CAT CTT GGT CA 3′ 99
PIK3CA 5′CCTGATCTTCCTCGTGCTGCTC 3′ 5′ ATGCCAATGGACAGTGTTCCTCTT 3′ 92
CDK4 5′ CCA ATG TTG TCC GGC TGA TG 3′ 5′ CTA CAT GCT CAA ACA CCA GGG TTA C 3′ 84
CDK6 5′ CCC AAC GTG GTC AGG TTG TTT 3′ 5′ GTG GTC AAG TCT TGA TCG ACA TGT T 3′ 101
PDL1/
CD274 5′ GCTGAATTGGTCATCCCAGAACTAC 3′ 5′ AAACGGAAGATGAATGTCAGTGCTAC 3′ 95

DLL4 5′ AAT GGA GGC AGC TGT AAG GAC C 3′ 5′ AAG GTG CTG TGT TCA CAA TGC AG 3′ 90
MKI67 5′ ATT GAA CCT GCG GAA GAG CTG A 3′ 5′ GGA GCG CAG GGA TAT TCC CTT A 3′ 105



CCND1 5′ GGATGCTGGAGGTCTGCGA 3′ 5′ AGAGGCCACGAACATGCAAG 3′ 128
TBP 5′ TGCACAGGAGCCAAGAGTGAA 3′ 5′ CACATCACAGCTCCCCACCA 3′ 112

Supplementary Table S3: Association between clinical and biological characteristics of the 46 HNSCC 
patients with high expression levels of PIK3CA, compared to the patients with low expression levels of 
PIK3CA

Whole cohort PIK3CA high expression
pa

Number of patients (%) Number of patients (%)

Total 96 46 (47.9)
Age
 < 56 46 (53.1) 24 (52.2) 0.42
 > 56 50 (46.9) 22 (44)
Sexe 0.0089
 male 77 (80.2) 42 (54.5)
 female 19 (19.8) 4 (21.1)
HPV status
 positive 12 (12.5) 3 (25.0) 0.089
 negative 84 (87.5) 43 (51.1)

Alcoolb

 Yes 50 (70.4) 28 (56.0) 0.013
 No 21 (29.6) 5 (23.8)
Tobaccoc

 Yes 58 (72.5) 31 (53.4) 0.036
 No 22 (27.5) 6 (27.3)
AJCC Stage
 stage I 10 (10.4) 2 (20) 0.014
 stage II 15 (15.6) 3 (20)
 stage III 12 (12.5) 7 (58.3)
 stage IV 59 (61.5) 34 (57.6)
Tumor Location
 Oral cavity 43 (44.8) 13 (30.2) 0.0011
 Oropharynx 20 (20.8) 9 (45)
 Larynx 17 (17.7) 10 (58.8)
 Hypopharynx 16 (16.7) 14 (87.5)
HRAS, NRAS, PIK3CA mutations 12 (12.5) 5 (41.6) 0.64
HRAS, NRAS, PIK3CA wild type 84 (87.5) 41 (48.8)

aChi2 test.
bTobacco use was considered at 10 packyears or more. Information available for 71 patients.
cAlcohol use was considered at 10 gr/day or more (ie. alcohol unit). Information available for 80 patients.


