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Appendix Figure 1. Pubmed Search Terms 

((((((((randomized controlled trial[pt] OR controlled clinical trial[pt] OR randomized[tiab] OR placebo[tiab] OR 

drug therapy[sh] OR randomly[tiab] OR trial[tiab] OR groups[tiab] NOT (animals[mh] NOT humans[mh])) AND 

(oncologic[tiab] OR oncology[tiab] OR cancer[ti] OR cancers[ti] OR malignant[tiab] OR malignancies[tiab] OR 

malignancy[tiab] OR chemotherapy[tiab] OR "radiation therapy"[tiab] OR radiotherapy[tiab] OR neoplasm[tiab] 

OR neoplasms[tiab] OR carcinoma[tiab] OR sarcoma[ti] OR lymphoma[ti] OR leukemia[ti])) NOT medline[sb]) 

AND ("2010/01/01"[PDat] : "2015/12/03"[PDat]))) OR (("Medical Oncology"[Mesh] OR "Neoplasms"[Mesh] AND 

(Randomized Controlled Trial[ptyp] AND ("2010/01/01"[PDAT] : "2015/12/03"[PDAT]))))) 
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Appendix Figure 2. Selection of journals and articles  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

a 
Inappropriate analysis includes: post-hoc analyses, unplanned interim or follow-up analyses, follow-up studies 

evaluating the secondary endpoints of the original trial 

Journals Identified 

(n=294) 

Journals Screened  

(n=294) 

Journals selected for PubMed 

Search  

(n=92) 

 

Journals excluded (n=202) 

199 Collaboration information not 

required 

3 Unrelated  

Records identified in Pubmed 

(n=1552) 

Records screened 

(n=947) 

Studies included for data 

abstraction  

(n=250) 

Records excluded (n=697) 

422 Not an RCT  

140 Non-drug or device 

60 Non-oncology RCT  

75 Inappropriate analysis
a
  

 

information not required 

3 Unrelated  

Studies included for data analysis 

(n=222) 

Studies excluded (n=27) 

26 Unclear collaboration information 

2 Not an RCT  


