
Records identified through
database searching 

Medline®: 337
Embase®: 1327

ISI Web of Science: 504
 (2,168)

Additional records identified
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(309)

Records after duplicates removed
(1,991)

Records screened
(1,991)

Full-text articles and conference
abstracts assessed for eligibility

(768) 

Empirical
articles
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review

(50
publications)

PRISMA Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses. 
Note: Of the total number of empirical articles included in the review (n = 50), 23 studies (36 publications) were specific to oncology and 
10 studies (14 publications) were relevant to both oncology and chronic inflammatory diseases.

− Not a publication of interest
− (commentaries, reviews, & other) (323)
− Data not related to biosimilars (269)
− Duplicates (257)
− Data not related to monoclonal antibody
− or fusion protein biosimilar (179)
− Conference abstracts not related to
− biosimilars (167)
− Data not related to drug therapy (25)
− Data not related to human disease (3)

− Empirical publication without a 
   named biosimilar (35)
− Non-empirical publications without a 
   named originator or biosimilar (33)
− Physician/payer survey (7)
− Non-empirical publications 
   (foreign language; 4) 
− Empirical publication without a named 
   biosimilar classified as "other" (2)
− Non-empirical publications with a 
   named biosimilar (foreign language; 1) 
− Empirical publications (foreign language; 1) 
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articles
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review

(14
publications)

Full-text articles and conference abstracts
excluded (1,223)

Total excluded publications from this analysis
 (83)
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Supplementary Fig. S2 PRISMA flow diagram for studies and publications in oncology. This diagram shows the high-level 
breakdown of the publication counts. Where encore publications were retrieved for studies, the information was compared with 
the original (first published article) and excluded if no additional data were provided. If new data were identified, encore 
publications were included along with the original publication. This would be reflected in the overall publication count but not in 
the overall study count.


