
SARCOMA AND RADIOTHERAPY. 

Tav 
n 

*a recent collocution at the Societe de Chirurgie de Lyon, 
nier reviewed ten cases of osteosarcoma treated by radiotherapy. 

c0m -k01^ COmmunicat:ion it presents some points of interest; as a 

has utl0n to a debatable subject it is valueless. Sufficient time 

e^i 
not lapsed to justify the cures he claims and, as the diagnosis is 

d?Ubt^ radiographic, the nature of the tumour may remain open to 

event' Such doubt exists, confirmation depends on the clinical 

arrj 
5 an^ a three years' limit is not enough to claim that that has 

Aved. 

Th 
histor 

ere 1S kittle for the diagnosis of these cases except the clinical 

pf0^ ^ and the radiographic appearances, for to-day the opinion is 

tr^at 
^ fairly general that if a sarcoma has to be dealt with, the 

ent is best undertaken while the capsule, such as it may be, is 

707 



Periscope 
intact, and a biopsy is condemned as opening innumerable blood 
channels for the vascular distribution of sarcoma cells. Hence an 

element of uncertainty. 
Of the ten cases Tavernier reviews, three, he claims, have given 

hopeful results, three are more recent successes, one has a cephalic 
metastasis and in three radiotherapy failed to affect the tumour 

at all. 

Of the three hopeful cases, we cannot with Tavernier admit the 

term survies durables, one was a sarcoma of the humerus (i925); 
one a diffuse endothelioma of the clavicle (1926): and the third 

a 

sarcoma of the tibia (1926). The last mentioned had his lim^ 

amputated six months after his treatment, not on account of the 

tumour, and yet remains free from metastases. 

Of the recent ones, a child aged 2b years had a periosteal sarcoma 
of the humerus with pathological fracture and under radiotherapy 
the tumour lessened in size and became ossified, uniting the fracture- 
The child has remained well during six months, but to the per1' 

scopist the radiograms presented do not give the impression d'u,ie 

guerisoti stable. 
The second recent case was an enormous ossifying sarcoma at the 

distal end of the femur in a cachectic and febrile young woman vrh0' 

after treatment, had survived during nine months. The third case ^vaS 

also a periosteal sarcoma of the distal end of the femur of unusually 
rapid growth, yet the increase was arrested and she also has survive 

during nine months. 
These cases however are of little interest, but what is interesting 

is, that radiotherapy may be followed apparently by more or 'esS 

complete ossification of the tumour. That cure follows such ossifica 
tion is not yet proved, but it seems from Tavernier's cases that even 

if recurrence takes place metatases are the exception and not, as 

cases which have not been treated by radiotherapy, the rule. Taverme 

says that in no case of periosteal sarcoma which he has treate 

without radiotherapy has the patient survived fifteen months. 
^ 

also holds that sarcomata already ossified are radio-resistant al1 

therefore the prognosis is even more serious. 

L. Tavernier, 
" Dix cas d'osteosarcomes des membres traite Pa 

la radiotherapie 
" 

{Lyon Chirurg., 1929, xxvi., 812). 


