
Appendix 1: Capacity Decisions. (Adapted from NMH guidelines: Mental Capacity) 

 

 

 

 Does a decision need to be 

made? 

Is there the possibility 

that the patient may lack 

capacity to make that 

decision? Follow normal 

process and respect 

wishes 

Patient has capacity to 

make specific decision at 

that time Decision maker assesses patient capacity 

to make specific decision at that time- 

complete MCA Assessment form 

Patient lacks capacity to make specific 

decision at that time 

Is there a Lasting Power of Attorney or 
Advanced Decision? 

Follow normal 
process and respect 

wishes 

No 

Ensure full 

consultation takes 

place before decision 

is made 

Does decision relate to serious medical 

treatment, change of accommodation or adult 

protection issues? 
Make decision in 

Best Interest of 

patient 

Does the person have 

anyone to support 

him or her? 

(Relatives or friends) 

Refer to IMCA 

IMCA reports to 

decision maker 

Resolve any disputes 

by formal or informal 

methods 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 


