Fraud and misconduct in medical research:

causes, investigation @Rd prevention

Sir?The report ©f the working party o» Fraud and mis-
conduct in medical research (April 1991) starts with the
Piltdown man hoax and 'the dubious data on intelli-
gence quotients by (sic) Cyril Burt Sir (yri] Burt

died in his eighty-ninth year in 1971. It was five years
after his death that it was first 3]1]eged that he invented

much of his data, especially that on identical twins,
first reported thirty-six years earlier in 1943. A great
deal of Burt's accumulated research material in Uni-
versity College was lost in an air raid in 1941. If the
eighteen eminent members of this working party had
read the recent analysis of the Burt affair by Dr Robert
B. Joynson 111, they would not have perpetuated what
may Well be = calumny against = great ™==-
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