
Please visit our websites: 
BIObus Blog: BIObus.ca 

Interna onal Barcode of Life: iBOL.org 
Biodiversity Ins ute of Ontario: biodiversity.ca 
DNA Barcoding Blog: dna-barcoding.blogspot.ca

The School Malaise Trap Program Team 
 

University of Guelph 
Guelph, Ontario 

Canada N1G 2W1 
 

Phone: +1 (519) 824-4120 x58125
Fax: +1 (519) 824-5703 

 
bioschoolmalaise@gmail.com 

malaiseprogram.ca

Please visit our websites: 
BIObus Blog: BIObus.ca 

Interna onal Barcode of Life: iBOL.org 
Biodiversity Ins ute of Ontario: biodiversity.ca 
DNA Barcoding Blog: dna-barcoding.blogspot.ca

The School Malaise Trap Program Team 
 

University of Guelph 
Guelph, Ontario 

Canada N1G 2W1 
 

Phone: +1 (519) 824-4120 x58125 
Fax: +1 (519) 824-5703 

 
bioschoolmalaise@gmail.com 

malaiseprogram.ca

BIObus_Canada BIObus_Canada



biodiversity inventories. This project is part of 

cohabitants of our planet. 

Insects perform many vital roles in our 
ecosystem. Burrowing bugs such as ants and 
beetles dig tunnels that provide channels 

insect predators because they control certain 

and caterpillars. Finally, many insects eat dead 
and decaying materials, thereby reintroducing 
nutrients into the soil.

The Program

and thousands of students across Canada to 
explore the insect diversity in their schoolyards 

a small tent-like apparatus, each school has 
collected hundreds of insect specimens. 

The School Malaise Trap Program’s goal is 
to allow students a sneak peak into the life 
of biologists working with DNA barcoding. 
Comprehensive lesson plans accompany 

and secondary curriculums.

Once each class has set up their Malaise trap 
for two weeks during the fall/spring, the 
samples will be analyzed at BIO and each class 
will receive a report summarizing the insects 
collected at each school. It will highlight new 
discoveries, and whenever possible will make 
comparisons between schools and nearby 

What is a DNA Barcode?

that can be used just like the barcodes on 

of every organism. This technique allows us 

as eggs and larvae) and in all forms (such as 

DNA barcoding was invented at the Biodiversity 

has spread quickly around the planet. Through 
the School Malaise Trap Program and the 

relevance to the curriculum at many levels.


