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The immunoglobulin M antibody response to the lipoteichoic acid (LTA) of
Staphylococcus aureus ATCC 6538P was examined by a procedure in which
erythrocytes sensitized with periodate-activated LTA were used for the detection
of immunoglobulin M-producing plaque-forming cells. LTA-specific plaque-form-
ing cells were first detected 2 days after immunization with heat-killed bacterial
cells, and maximal numbers ofplaque-forming cells, mostly of the immunoglobulin
M class rather than the immunoglobulin G or immunoglobulin A class, were
attained by day 4; specificity for LTA was affirmed by plaque inhibition tests. No
plaque-forming cells were found in mice given isolated LTA over a 10,000-fold
range of immunizing doses. Mice pretreated with a carrier known to activate
thymus-derived helper lymphocytes produced a plaque-forming cell response to
LTA only when immunized with LTA bound to the same carrier. This suggests
that carrier-specific thymus-derived cells are needed to initiate an antibody
response to poorly immunogenic LTA. Since an antibody response can be elicited
in mice given heat-killed cells, other cell wall and/or cell membrane constituents
may play an important role as immunologically active carriers for this antigen.

Lipoteichoic acids (LTA) of gram-positive
bacteria are composed of a glycerol phosphate
polymer covalently linked to a lipid moiety (19,
40) and substituted with glycosyl (3) and D-
alanyl ester groups (38). It is hypothesized that
this LTA is located mainly in the mesosome (26)
or plasma membrane (39); however, it can func-
tion as a surface antigen as well (40).
The injection of rabbits with whole bacteria

or disintegrated gram-positive organisms results
in the production of several classes of circulating
antibodies against LTA (30,41); also, the admin-
istration of soluble streptococcal teichoic acid
adsorbed to methylated bovine serum albumin
stimulates the formation of serum antibody spe-
cific for teichoic acid (22). However, depending
on the nature and extent of the extraction pro-
cedure used, as well as the amount of contami-
nating protein present (15,29), LTA per se elicits
a weak antibody response and is considered to
be a poor immunogen.
Because of the presence of LTA in staphylo-

cocci, it is desirable to characterize more fully
the antibody response to this antigen, especially
at the cellular level, so that its potential role in
the pathogenesis of staphylococcal infections
can be assessed. In the present work, the im-
munoglobulin class of antibody made after im-

munization with LTA and the kinetics of im-
munoglobulin M (IgM) antibody production
were examined by using a newly developed pro-
cedure for the detection of cells making antibody
specific for this antigen. Also, the requirement
for a carrier in order to obtain a significant IgM
antibody response to this antigen was investi-
gated. The results obtained show that the im-
munogenicity of LTA can be improved greatly
by attaching it to a carrier capable of generating
carrier-specific thymus-derived (T) helper cells.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Animals. The selection of the strains of mice used

in this work was based primarily on their availability.
Female mice 8 to 10 weeks old were used in this work.
BALB/cBy and C57BL/6By mice were purchased
from The Jackson Laboratory, Bar Harbor, Maine.
BALB/cCum mice were obtained from Cumberland
View Farms, Clinton, Tenn.

Preparation of heat-killed bacterial cells.
Staphylococcus aureus ATCC 6538P was grown in
Trypticase soy broth (BBL Microbiology Systems,
Cockeysville, Md.). The cells were harvested by cen-
trifugation, washed with saline, heat killed, and then
treated with Formalin, as described by Dubos (21) and
Campbell et al. (17). The cell suspensions, which were
adjusted in concentration by direct microscopic
counts, were stored at 4°C in saline until used.
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Preparation of LTA. The method employed for
the isolation of LTA from S. aureus ATCC 6538P has
been described in detail elsewhere (9). Two prepara-
tions of LTA were used in this work. The first was
designated crude LTA (CLTA) and contained, in ad-
dition to polyglycerophosphate, 72.3% protein, 3.1%
fatty acid, 7.0% hexose, and 5.5% alanine by dry weight
(9, 11). The second preparation, for convenience des-
ignated purified LTA (PLTA), represented the pro-
tein-free and trichloroacetic acid-treated fraction of
CLTA. The procedures used for isolating PLTA and
the protein fraction of CLTA have also been described
previously (9). Another preparation of PLTA, which
was obtained from Bacillus sp. OSU 372, was also
used and was kindly provided by Frank Chorpenning,
Ohio State University, Columbus; its composition and
immunological properties have been described previ-
ously (20).
Other antigens. The immunological properties of

the preparation of type III pneumococcal polysaccha-
ride (SSS-III) used, as well as the method by which it
was prepared, have been described previously (6, 7);
SSS-III is a linear polymer composed solely of glucose-
glucuronic acid repeating units (24). Dextran B-1355,
a branched polyglucose polymer, was prepared by the
method of Jeanes et al. (27).
Immunological methods. Numbers of antibody-

producing plaque-forming cells (PFC) produced after
immunization were detected by a slide version of the
localized hemolysis-in-gel technique (8), using indica-
tor sheep erythrocytes (SRBC) sensitized with CLTA
by the CrCl3 coupling method (8) or SRBC sensitized
with periodate-activated CLTA (IO4-CLTA). CLTA
was used mainly because sufficient amounts of PLTA
were not available for this purpose. When the CrC13
method was used, 1 mg ofCLTA was used to sensitize
0.5 ml of packed SRBC, as described previously (8). In
the other procedure, 250 tg of 104-CLTA was added
to 5 ml of a 10% (vol/vol) suspension ofwashed SRBC,
and the mixture was held at 370C for 30 min; then 1
drop of 1% sodium borohydride in saline was added,
and the sensitized cells were washed five times with
saline and adjusted to a 10% (vol/vol) suspension for
use in the PFC assay (9). 104-CLTA was prepared by
a modification of a previously described method (37).
A 20-mg amount of CLTA was dissolved in 10 ml of
borate-saline buffer (pH 9.0), and the solution was
placed in an ice bath. Then 0.1 ml of 0.1 M sodium
metaperiodate was added, and the solution was stirred
for 2 min, after which it was dialyzed against three
changes of borate-saline buffer. The final product was
stored frozen until used.

Although the results of the PFC assay generally
were expressed as the mean number of direct, IgM-
producing PFC detected per spleen for groups of sim-
ilarly treated mice, facilitation experiments were con-
ducted to determine the immunoglobulin class of an-
tibody produced after immunization; the goat anti-
IgM blocking method was used for this purpose. De-
tails concerning this method, as well as the specificity
of the antisera used, have been described elsewhere
(36). Unless stated otherwise, all PFC values given
represent the number of direct IgM-producing PFC
found. Since the spleen is a major lymphoid organ in
mice, as well as the main site of IgM synthesis, such

values provide a reasonably good estimate of the mag-
nitude of the total cellular IgM antibody response
produced after immunization. The results obtained
were corrected by subtraction for low numbers of
background PFC specific for unsensitized SRBC and
therefore represent the number of antigen-specific
PFC actually detected. The specificity of the PFC
detected was affirmed by a plaque inhibition assay,
which has been described in detail previously (5).

In some experiments, mice were immunizd with
horse erythrocytes (HRBC) or turkey erythrocytes
(TRBC) that were sensitized with I04-CLTA as de-
scribed above. These cells were prepared as 10% (vol/
vol) cell suspensions initially and were diluted to 0.005
and 1% suspensions in saline before being administered
intravenously in 0.2 ml of saline for priming and im-
munization, respectively.

Statistical methods. Student's t test was used to
evaluate the significance of the differences observed.
Since values for the number of PFC per spleen are log
normally distributed (23), the data expressed as logo
number of PFC per spleen for individual mice were
used for these calculations. Differences were consid-
ered to be significant when probability values of <0.05
were obtained. Individual values derived from groups
of similarly treated mice logoo PFC per spleen) were
used to calculate the mean ± standard error of the
mean in all cases.

RESULTS

Kinetics of the PFC response of mice im-
munized with heat-killed S. aureu& BALB/
cBy and C57BL/6By mice were given a single
intraperitoneal (i.p.) injection of 109 heat-killed
S. aureus cells. On different days after immuni-
zation, spleen cell suspensions from individual
mice were prepared and assayed for numbers of
PFC by using indicator cells (SRBC) sensitized
with I04-CLTA or with CLTA coupled to SRBC
by the CrC13 method.
Table 1 shows that appreciable numbers of

PFC were detected in the spleens of mice im-
munized with heat-killed S. aureus when both
types of indicator cells were used; the numbers
found were much greater (about 13-fold) than
those reported in previous studies (10), in which
other types of indicator cells were used. For both
strains of mice, regardless of the type ofindicator
cells used, PFC were first detected 2 days after
immunization and increased in number until
maximal numbers were found 4 days after im-
munization; then there was a rapid decline in
PFC. Greater numbers of PFC were detected
when indicator cells sensitized with I04-CLTA
were used, and such PFC were much larger and
better defined; this may reflect differences in the
sensitivities of the two methods used (9). Perio-
date and NaBH4 produced no obvious cellular
change in erythrocytes, and I04-activated eryth-
rocytes did not show lower serological reactivity
in passive hemagglutination and hemolysis tests
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than that seen with erythrocytes spontaneously
sensitized with CLTA (9). In view of these find-
ings, indicator cells sensitized with I04-CLTA
were used in the remaining experiments. PFC
versus indicator cells sensitized with CLTA were
not found in unimmunized mice, and immuni-
zation did not result in an increase in back-
ground PFC specific for SRBC (polyclonal acti-
vation). The magnitude of the PFC response of
BALB/cBy mice was greater than that of
C57BL/6By mice at most of the time intervals
considered.
Immunoglobulin class of antibody pro-

duced. Groups of BALB/cCum mice were im-
munized i.p. with either 109 heat-killed S. aureus
cells or 0.2 ml of 10% SRBC. After 4 days, pooled
spleen cell suspensions were prepared and as-
sayed for the presence of class-specific PFC by
the IgM-blocking facilitation procedure (36). Ta-
ble 2 shows that most (86%) of the total number
of PFC detected in mice immunized with S.
aureus represent direct PFC making antibody
of the IgM class; all direct PFC could be in-
hibited by the addition of goat anti-IgM-block-
ing antiserum (36), indicating that they indeed
represent PFC making antibody of the IgM
class. PFC making antibodies of the IgA and IgG
classes comprise only 10 and 4%, respectively, of
the total number of PFC found on day 4 after
immunization. The data obtained for mice im-
munized with SRBC (positive controls) are typ-
ical of the data obtained in other studies with
this antigen and are shown merely to indicate
that both the facilitating antisera and the pro-
cedure used were capable of detecting PFC mak-
ing antibodies of the IgG and IgA classes, if they
were present in mice immunized with S. aureus.

Specificity ofPFC detected. The specificity
of the PFC found in mice immunized with heat-
killed S. aureus was examined by a plaque in-
hibition assay in which different amounts of
various test inhibitors were added to the reaction
mixture before incubation and the development
of PFC (5). The inhibitors tested included
CLTA, PLTA preparations made in our labora-

TABLE 2. Immunoglobulin class of antibody made
by PFC after immunization with 109 heat-killed S.

aureus cells or SRBC
No. of class-specific PFC/spleen

Immunogen
Direct IgM IgG IgA

S. aureus 10,200a 537 1,235
SRBC 300,000 138,667 45,300

a Number of PFC per spleen for pooled spleen cell
suspensions from five similarly treated BALB/cCum
mice 4 days after i.p. immunization with either 109
heat-killed S. aureus cells or 0.2 ml of 10% SRBC.
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tory and in the laboratory of F. Chorpenning, a
protein fraction extracted from CLTA, SSS-III,
and dextran B-1355. Pooled spleen cell suspen-
sions from BALB/cBy mice immunized with 109
heat-killed S. aureus cells and indicator eryth-
rocytes sensitized with I04-CLTA were used in
the assay. The mean number of PFC detected
for each concentration of inhibitor added was
compared with the mean PFC count for assay
samples to which no inhibitor was added to
calculate the percent inhibition of PFC for each
concentration of inhibitor examined; these val-
ues were based on the means of triplicate deter-
minations.

Figure 1 shows that virtually complete inhi-
bition (>95%) of PFC produced after immuni-
zation with heat-killed S. aureus was achieved
by the addition of CLTA, as well as by the
addition of both preparations of PLTA tested;
the degree of inhibition observed depended upon
the amount of each inhibitor added. Although
25 jig of CLTA was required for complete inhi-
bition of PFC, complete inhibition was attained
with 6 to 8 jig of the two preparations of PLTA
made in different laboratories. The plaque inhi-
bition curves for CLTA and the preparation of
PLTA made by us (PLTA, Beining) are reason-
ably parallel, which would be the case if the
same immunodominant groups were present in
both preparations isolated from S. aureusATCC
6538P and they differed only in the densities of
the immunodominant groups present. However,
the PLTA preparation provided by F. Chorpen-
ning (PLTA, Chorpenning), which was isolated
from Bacillus sp., also gave complete inhibition,
but it showed a plaque inhibition curve with a
different slope. No inhibition was noted with the
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addition of much larger amounts (50 jig) of the
protein fraction extracted from CLTA; this sug-
gests that few, if any, of the PFC produced
represented cells making antibody specific for
this protein. Since both SSS-III and dextran B-
1355 are known to be structurally different from
LTA, no plaque inhibition was expected with
the addition of 50,g of these antigens; this was
found to be the case. On the basis of these
findings, it is reasonable to conclude that most,
if not all, of the PFC detected after immuniza-
tion with S. aureus represent cells making anti-
body specific for LTA, despite the fact that
CLTA was used to sensitize indicator erythro-
cytes.
PFC response of mice immunized with

LTA. Mice were given a single i.p. injection of
different amounts (0.005 to 50,gg) of CLTA; 5
days later, pooled spleen cell suspensions from
similarly treated mice were assayed for numbers
of PFC by using indicator erythrocytes sensi-
tized with I04-CLTA. Compared with the num-
bers of PFC detected in mice immunized with
heat-killed S. aureus (Table 1), extremely small
numbers of PFC (<500 cells per spleen) were
found, regardless of the dose of CLTA used for
immunization. In another experiment, mice were
immunized i.p. with 107 or 109 heat-killed S.
aureus cells; 7 days later, groups of mice were
immunized i.p. with different amounts (0.005 to
0.5 ,g) of CLTA, and the magnitude of the PFC
response produced was determined 4 days after
immunization with CLTA. The numbers ofPFC
detected were no greater (P > 0.05) than the
numbers found in mice given only CLTA (<500
PFC per spleen). Thus, although CLTA-specific
IgM-producing PFC are made in mice immu-

100

Mg INHIBITOR ADDED

FIG. 1. Inhibition ofPFCproduced in BALBIcCum mice immunized with heat-killed S. aureus by different
preparations ofLTA and other test materials.
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nized with heat-killed S. aureus, they are pro-
duced only in extremely small numbers in mice
immunized with isolated CLTA, regardless of
the dose of CLTA given or whether mice had
been immunized previously with heat-killed S.
aureus.
Attempts to improve the immunogenicity

of LTA. Mice were given a single intravenous
injection of carrier (0.005% HRBC) 3 days before
intravenous immunization with CLTA bound to
the same carrier by the periodate oxidation
method (1% CLTA-HRBC). The numbers of
LTA-specific PFC produced were determined at
or near peak (3 days later), and the results
obtained were compared with those for un-
primed mice given 1% CLTA-HRBC. Table 3
shows that considerable numbers of LTA-spe-
cific PFC were detected in BALB/cCum mice
immunized with CLTA-HRBC after priming
with carrier (HRBC); the mean values obtained
(9,621 PFC per spleen) were similar to the max-
imal numbers found in mice immunized with
heat-killed S. aureus (Table 1) and were about
five times greater than those found in mice not
pretreated with carrier (P < 0.05). Furthermore,
the numbers of PFC found in unprimed mice
given 1% CLTA-HRBC were much greater than
those found in mice given only CLTA (<500
PFC per spleen). Thus, priming with carrier
significantly increased the capacity of mice to
make an antibody response to LTA, providing
mice were immunized with CLTA bound to the
same carrier. We have no information on the
precise amount of LTA present in the volume
(0.2 ml) of 1% CLTA-HRBC given for immuni-
zation. In practice, 250,ug of 104-CLTA is used
to sensitize 5 ml of a 10% (vol/vol) suspension of
HRBC. If one assumes that all of the I04-CLTA
added is bound to HRBC, which is probably not
the case, then the maximum amount of LTA
that could be administered would be 0.5,ug. As
noted above, this dose, as well as much larger
doses, of unbound CLTA did not elicit a con-
vincing PFC response. Therefore, the response
produced in carrier-primed mice to LTA bound
to carrier represents a considerable improve-
ment in immunogenicity. Mice immunized with
an optimal dose of 10% HRBC produced about
25,400 HRBC-specific PFC per spleen; however,
no LTA-specific PFC could be detected in such
animals. Thus, the additional numbers of PFC
detected in carrier-primed mice given 1%
CLTA-HRBC cannot be attributed to cross-
reactivity between antibodies specific for HRBC
and LTA.

In another experiment, mice were primed with
a different carrier (TRBC) and then immunized
with CLTA bound to the same carrier (1%
CLTA-TRBC), as described in the preceding

INFECT. IMMUN.

TABLE 3. Effect ofpriming with carrier on the
magnitude of the LTA-specific PFC response of
mice immunized with CLTA bound to carrier

Treatment' No. of LTA-specific
Carrier priming Immunization PFC/spleenb

1% CLTA-HRBC 3.295 ± 0.096 (1,971)
0.005% HRBC 1% CLTA-HRBC 3.983 ± 0.241 (9,621)

1% CLTA-TRBC 2.981 ± 0.128 (957)
0.005% TRBC 1% CLTA-TRBC 4.046 ± 0.086 (11,120)

aBALB/cCum mice were given 0.005% HRBC or TRBC
intravenously in 0.2 ml of saline; 3 days later, they were given
1% CLTA-HRBC or 1% CLTA-TRBC intravenously in 0.2 ml
of saline.

b Logio number of LTA-specific PFC per spleen ± standard
error of the mean for five to eight mice 3 days after immuni-
zation with CLTA bound to carrier. Numbers in parentheses
are geometric means.

experiment; the numbers of LTA-specific PFC
produced were determined 3 days later and were
compared with those for unprimed mice given
1% CLTA-TRBC. The results obtained (Table
3) were in complete agreement with those of the
preceding experiment and indicate that the ef-
fect observed is not restricted to only one type
of carrier. About 11,000 PFC per spleen were
detected in mice immunized with 1% CLTA-
TRBC after priming with TRBC; this represents
about a 10-fold increase in the magnitude of the
PFC response produced as a result of priming
(P < 0.05).
Capacity ofLTA to alter responsiveness.

BALB/cCum mice were given a single i.p. injec-
tion of different amounts (0.005 to 0.5 rug) of
CLTA 7 days before immunization with 2 x 109
heat-killed S. aureus cells; the magnitude of the
PFC response produced 5 days after immuniza-
tion was no different (P > 0.05) than that of
mice not given CLTA before immunization with
S. aureus. Also, mice were given a single i.p.
injection of 5 jig of CLTA at the time of intra-
venous priming with 0.005% TRBC; 3 days later
the mice were immunized with 1% CLTA-
TRBC. The magnitude of the PFC response
produced 3 days after immunization was no dif-
ferent (P > 0.05) than that of mice not given
LTA at the time ofpriming with carrier (TRBC).
Thus, prior exposure to isolated LTA does not
reduce or suppress (34) the capacity of mice to
respond to this antigen when it is given in a
more immunogenic form.

DISCUSSION

Although the results of studies on the biosyn-
thesis, structure, function, and antigenicity of
teichoic acids have been reviewed extensively
(1, 2, 4, 31), the immunological properties of
these bacterial antigens, especially the LTA de-
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rived from staphylococci, have not been well
characterized. Antibody can be detected in the
serum of rabbits immunized with either whole
bacterial cells or teichoic acid bound to methyl-
ated bovine serum albumin (14); however, it is
difficult to generalize from the results of these
studies because of differences in (i) the sources
and chemical compositions of the materials used
for immunization, (ii) the methods used for ex-

tracting teichoic acids, (iii) the immunization
protocols used to elicit a measurable antibody
response, and (iv) the variability and sensitivity
of the serological techniques used for the detec-
tion of antibody. Antibody-producing PFC mak-
ing IgM and IgG antibodies specific for poly-
glycerophosphate have been found in rats im-
munized with whole bacterial cells when indi-
cator erythrocytes sensitized with spontaneously
adsorbed polyglycerophosphate were used (10);
however, the numbers of PFC detected have
been low and quite variable, perhaps due to the
rather weak binding and ready elution at the
temperatures employed of antigen from the sur-
faces of such indicator erythrocytes (9, 18). Con-
sequently, even though isolated teichoic acids
are generally considered to be poor immunogens,
several issues pertaining to the induction and
subsequent development of an antibody re-

sponse to these antigens need to be reexamined
or investigated more fully at the cellular level so
that their potential roles in the pathogenesis of
staphylococcal infections can be evaluated.

In the present work, the kinetics for the de-
velopment of an IgM antibody response to LTA
of S. aureus was examined in detail by using a

recently developed procedure in which erythro-
cytes sensitized with I04-CLTA were used for
the detection of PFC (9). Since I04-CLTA binds
covalently to amino groups present on the sur-
faces of erythrocytes (37), such indicator cells
are stable, give reproducible results among ex-
periments, and enable the detection of numbers
of PFC in immunized animals larger than the
numbers found when indicator erythrocytes sen-
sitized by the CrC03 method are used (Table 1)
(9). The kinetics for the IgM PFC response of
mice immunized with heat-killed S. aureus (Ta-
ble 1) were similar to those reported for both
SSS-III (6) and dextran B-1355 (25). The speci-
ficity of PFC was affinned by plaque inhibition
assays in which two different preparations of
PLTA, prepared independently in separate lab-
oratories, completely inhibited the development
of all PFC found (Fig. 1). Therefore, even though
mice were immunized with heat-killed S. aureus,
virtually all PFC detected by using indicator
erythrocytes sensitized with I04-CLTA repre-
sent cells making antibody specific for LTA, and
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the predominant antibody produced by these
PFC is of the IgM class (Table 2). Although the
immunodominant component ofCLTA seems to
be polyglycerophosphate because of the com-
plete inhibition obtained with the PLTA used
(Fig. 1), plaque inhibition studies have not yet
been conducted using purified carbohydrate or
D-alanyl groups as inhibitors. Only rarely have
antibodies specific for D-alanine been reported
after immunization with extracted LTA (28, 33).
An attempt was made to elicit an IgM anti-

body response to isolated CLTA by using a wide
range of immunizing doses (0.005 to 50,gg); only
extremely small numbers of PFC (<500 cells per
spleen) were detected. Furthermore, prior im-
munization with heat-killed S. aureus, to which
mice usually give a good LTA-specific PFC re-
sponse (Table 1), did not improve the capacity
of mice to respond to isolated CLTA. These
findings attest to the relatively poor immuno-
genicity of isolated CLTA with respect to the
development of an IgM antibody response (14),
as well as to the inability of this antigen to elicit
an anamnestic response in sensitized mice. How-
ever, it remains to be determined whether PFC
making antibody of the IgG class can be detected
after reimmunization.
The inability to obtain a convincing antibody

response to isolated CLTA prompted us to ex-
amine whether a means could be found to in-
crease its immunogenicity. It has been reported
that rabbits make a reasonably good serum an-
tibody response to isolated LTA (normally non-
immunogenic) when it is bound to an insoluble
basic carrier, such as methylated bovine serum
albumin (14). We, however, elected to try an-
other experimental approach, which also enables
mice to make an excellent antibody response
after immunization with doses of SSS-III known
to be too small to stimulate antibody formation
(12, 13, 16, 32). This procedure involved the use
of a carrier (e.g., HRBC or TRBC) to generate
carrier-specific helper T cells; then the mice
were immunized with a subimmunogenic dose of
antigen bound to the same carrier, and the mag-
nitude of the antibody (PFC) response produced
was assessed and compared with that of un-
primed mice given antigen likewise bound to the
same carrier. Thus, this procedure is not de-
pendent simply on the presentation of antigen
in a particulate form. In previous studies con-
ducted with SSS-III (13, 32), a substantial anti-
body response was obtained, which was both
specific for SSS-III and dependent upon the
generation of carrier-specific helper T cells.
When this same experimental approach was ap-
plied in studies with LTA, a significant PFC
response likewise was produced when two differ-
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ent types of carrier erythrocytes were used (Ta-
ble 3). The magnitude of the response obtained
was similar to that produced in mice immunized
with heat-killed S. aureus (Table 1). Thus, the
antibody response to LTA, a poor immunogen,
can be increased substantially, providing mice
are immunized with LTA bound to an appropri-
ate carrier, (i.e., a carrier capable of generating
helper T-cell activity). This is consistent with
the following unpublished observations. (i) Such
a carrier effect could not be produced in athymic
nude mice. (ii) Treatment with a dose of anti-
lymphocyte serum, which was known to elimi-
nate the carrier-specific helper T cells required
for an antibody response to SSS-III-HRBC, also
greatly reduced the PFC response of mice im-
munized with heat-killed S. aureus. And (iii) a
substantial antibody response can be elicited to
the hapten trinitrophenol conjugated to S. au-
reus. Since mice immunized with heat-killed S.
aureus produce a PFC response of the same
magnitude and since this response is specific for
LTA, this suggests that in intact bacterial cells
LTA may be associated with a cell wall or cell
membrane component that is needed for the
generation of this helper T-cell activity in order
to obtain a significant antibody response to LTA.

In this work, we have shown that the genera-
tion of carrier-specific helper T-cell activity can
greatly augment the magnitude of the IgM PFC
response to LTA, a weak immunogen (Table 3);
further studies will show whether this carrier
effect also contributes to the formation of anti-
bodies of other isotypes (IgG or IgA). The ex-
perimental approach described may be an aid in
the development and detection of antibodies
produced against relatively weak antigens and
thereby permit us to evaluate the significance of
such antibodies to the development of immunity
after chronic infection. The cell wall and/or cell
membrane constituents that may act as immu-
nologically active carriers for the LTA of staph-
ylococcal cells remain to be identified. However,
it should be noted that because of its capacity to
adsorb to erythrocytes and other mammalian
cells, staphylococcal LTA may have access to
particular host tissues and either directly or
indirectly play a role in the pathogenesis of
disease; such a mechanism has been suggested
for streptococcal antigen in the pathogenesis of
rheumatic fever (35).
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