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Transient expression of PDGF-C activates stellate cells 

Mice were injected with adenovirus directing the expression of full length human PDGF-C or

GFP alone (Control).  Three weeks after injection, tissue was collected for histological

evaluation. Liver sections from mice expressing PDGF-C demonstrated a marked increase in

perisinusoidal cells (Fig. 8 B) and staining for α-SMA (Fig. 8 D), compared to mice expressing

GFP only (Fig. 2 A & C).  Mice expressing PDGF-C also had enlarged spleens, probably a

consequence of extramedullary hematopoiesis.  No microscopic changes were observed in other

organs from mice expressing PDGF-C.  

Figure 8.  Hepatic fibrosis in mice treated with PDGF-C (B & D) or GFP (A
& C).  A & B, H&E stained liver sections of mice treated with PDGF-C or GFP.
C & D, IHC staining for α-SMA.  Original magnification is 400X.
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