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Supplementary Material 1. Questionnaire for Patient Preference for Primary Colorectal Cancer Screening

/

The ‘National Cancer Screening Program (NCSP)’ for colorectal cancer (CRC) provides a single annual fecal immunochemical
test (FIT) for adults aged >50 years, and secondary confirmatory colonoscopy for those with positive FIT results. This survey was
developed to evaluate the preference of FIT or colonoscopy as the primary CRC screening tools for participants of NCSP.

FIT is a simple screening method to detect occult bleeding from CRC. It is widely used as a screening test for CRC in the world
because it has the advantages in terms of discomfort, pain, and complications. However, the accuracy of FIT is poor, and colonos-
copy should be performed additionally when FIT result is positive. Even though FIT is simple, its effect of preventing CRC is well
documented. By contrast, colonoscopy has a high diagnostic accuracy and can remove adenomas and early cancers. However,
troublesome bowel preparation is necessary for the colonoscopy, and some medications such as aspirin should be stopped before
the colonoscopy. In addition, colonoscopy is more expensive than FIT, and associated with pain, discomfort, or procedure related
complications (bleeding, perforation, cardiovascular complications, etc.). Therefore, colonoscopy may not be appropriate as a mass
screening tool.

This survey will be used only as a research data related to the NCSP and the contents of the response are thoroughly protected.
Your participation for this survey is free and there will be no disadvantage for non-participation. However, the results of this sur-
vey can be invaluable for the development of right policy in the NCSP, and as a result, it will be helpful to you.

Please cooperate with this survey.

Part 1. Questions about the basic information of the respondent

1. What is your gender? (1) Male (2) Female

2. What is your age in years? _____

3. What is your highest level of education?
(1) Less than elementary school graduate (2) Less than middle school graduate
(3) Less than high school graduate (4) Less than university graduate
(5) More than university graduate

4. Which of following best describes your marital status?
(1) Have never been married (2) Married (3) Divorced (4) Widowed

5. Do you have a religion? (1) No (2) Yes

6. Which of following best describes your work status?

(1) Self-employed (2) Employed (3) Homemaker (4) Not employed
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7. What is your approximate monthly household income (won, W)?

(1) No income (2) Less than 1,000,000 (3) 1,000,000~2,000,000
(4) 2,000,000~ 3,000,000 (5) 3,000,000~ 5,000,000 (6) More than 5,000,000
8. Are you a drinker? (1) No (2) Yes

9. Which of the following best describes your smoking?
(1) Non-smoker (2) Current smoker (3) Past smoker
10. Do you have any other private insurance that you have joined in addition to “National Health Insurance”?
(1) No (2) Yes
11. Which of the following have been diagnosed before? (Multiple selection possible)
(1) Hypertension (2) Diabetes mellitus (3) Chronic kidney disease
(4) Cardiovascular disease (myocardial infarction, angina)
(5) Cerebrovascular disease (such as stroke)
(6) Colorectal cancer and other cancers
12. Have you ever had a colorectal surgery before? (1) No (2) Yes

13. Has anyone in your family (grandparents, parents, brothers / sisters) suffered from colorectal cancer?

(1) No (2) Yes
14. Do you know of any patients with colorectal cancer? (1) No (2) Yes
15. How do you think the your risk for colorectal cancer? (1) Low (2) Average (3) High

16. Do you know any colorectal cancer related symptoms when you have colorectal cancer?

(1) No (2) Yes

Part 2. Questions about National Cancer Screening Program

The following questions ask for your opinion about the National Cancer Screening Program of colorectal cancer. Please answer
all the questions. If you are unsure about how to answer any question, just give the best answer you can. Do not spend too much
time answering, as your first thoughts are likely to be the most accurate. If you do not wish to answer any of these questions,

please leave it blank and complete the details of the question and reason(s) why it was not answered.

1. How often do you undergo the National Cancer Screening Program of colorectal cancer?

(1) Annually (2) Frequently (3) Often (4) Infrequently



2. Have you received a fecal immunochemical test (FIT) in the past? (1) No (2) Yes

(Please answer only those who selected 'Yes’ in question 2 below.)

2-1. If you underwent a FIT before, did you experience any inconvenience for the FIT?
(1) No (2) Yes

2-2. If the FIT was inconvenience, what is the main reason?

(1) Stool sampling (2) Stool storage and transportation (3) Other ( )

3. Have you received a colonoscopy in the past? (1) No (2) Yes

(Please answer only those who selected "Yes’ in question 3 below.)

3-1. If you underwent a colonoscopy before, did you experience any inconvenience for the colonoscopy?
(1) No (2) Yes

3-2. If the colonoscopy was inconvenience, what was the main reason?

(1) Complicated preparation process (2) Complicated colonoscopy process itself

(3) High medical cost (4) Long procedure time (5) Other ( )

4. If you can choose the primary colorectal cancer screening test in your National Cancer Screening Program, which test would you choose?

(1) FIT (2) Colonoscopy (3) I do not choose both

4-1. What was the main reason you chose FIT? (Please answer only if you selected item 1 in question 4.)

(1) FIT is convenient and simple (2) FIT is safe
(3) FIT is inexpensive (4) Colonoscopy takes a long time
(5) Colonoscopy is too complicated process (6) Other ( )

4-2. What was the main reason you chose colonoscopy? (Please answer only if you selected item 2 in question 4.)

(1) Colonoscopy is accurate (2) Colonoscopy can provide therapeutic options
(3) FIT is inconvenient (4) Colonoscopy is convenient
(5) Other ( )

Thank you for your precious time and answer!

This questionnaire will be used as an important resource for developing National Cancer Screening Program for colorectal cancer.
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