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Integrating Medical Male Circumcision into Initiation Ceremonies in Yangoru-Sausia

Interview Guide: Culture Leaders

Open-ended questions

1.

What do you think about the Yangoru-Sausia male initiation ceremonies and new things that
are coming in such as health workers being involved?

What are your opinions about techniques that will come in the future like instruments that
can be attached to the foreskin to achieve circumcision? (a video on the use of pre-pex
circumcision device will be shown at this point)

Prompts

Would you be happy with the involvement of health workers at male initiation ceremonies?
Please explain.

Can the initiation ceremonies take place today without the involvement of health workers?

Will today’s young men be willing to be initiated in the old ways —that is, with urethral
bleeding and severe beatings?

What parts of the initiation ceremonies will be affected by the involvement of health
workers?

If physical pain must be felt by the initiates, how much physical pain is required? Can physical
pain be substituted with another activity?

If blood must be shed by the initiates, how much blood loss is required? Is simple oozing of
blood enough or blood needs to spurt out of an initiate’s body? Is the amount of blood loss at
medical circumcision enough to signify transition from boy to man?

What do you think about the possibility of using circumcision devices at male initiation
ceremonies? What are some good sides, what are some bad sides and what is your personal

opinion?

Do you have anything else you wish to say?



