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Figure S1: Global Warming Index from Jan 1851/61 to May 2017. (a) Using HadCRUT4 GMST

data (full time period of what is shown in Fig. 1). Blue diamonds are the COP months as high-

lighted in Fig. 1. The reference period is 1850-1879. (b) As (a) but using HadCRUT4-CW GMST

data. (c) Same as (a) but with a different reference period of 1861-1880 for pre-industrial condi-

tions. (d) Same as (b), but with the same reference period for pre-industrial conditions as in (c). (e)

Same as (a) but for the 1851-1900 reference period. (f) Same as (b) but with same reference period

as in (e). The current anthropogenic warming level (May 2017) is shown at the bottom right.
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Figure S2: GWI uncertainty analysis. As Fig. 2, but for HadCRUT4-CW.
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Figure S3: Global Warming Index from Jan 1861/80 to May 2017. As Fig. S1, but for Berke-

ley Earth, both for (a) the 1861-80 and (b) the 1851-1900 pre-industrial reference period, (c)

NASA/GISS and (d) NOAA/MLOST. The latter two are only available after 1881, i.e. the ref-

erence period has been shifted to the first 30 years of the record (1881-1910). The associated GWI

value for May 2017 is provided in orange. Note the cold anomalies during that period primarily

caused by the Krakatoa eruption, leading to a significant natural contribution (blue) to the com-

bined temperature change. Note also that both NOAA and GISS use the GHCNv3 database to

estimate their land data.
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