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eFigure 1. Funnel plots showing the studies including the different meta-analyses: (1a) diabetic 

macular edema; (1b) proliferative diabetic retinopathy; (1c) vision-threatening diabetic 

retinopathy.  
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eFigure 2. Galbraith plot: on the Y-axis effect size/standard error [b/se] and on the X-axis inverse 

of the standard error [1/se] showing no heterogeneity in our meta-analysis (vision-threatening 

diabetic retinopathy and first-ever cardiovascular disease). 
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Model I        

 Model II 
 
eFigure 3a. Forest plots for the association of diabetic macular edema with first-ever 
cardiovascular disease (models I & II).  
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eFigure 3b. Forest plots for the association of proliferative diabetic retinopathy with first-ever 
cardiovascular disease (models I & II).       
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 Model II 
 
eFigure 3c.  Forest plots for the association of vision-threatening diabetic retinopathy with first-
ever cardiovascular disease (models I & II). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overall  (I-squared = 37.9%, p = 0.127)

Study

LALES

MESA

ID

BMES

WESDR

AusDiab

CHS

ARIC

BDES

1.39 (1.16, 1.67)

2.09 (1.17, 3.72)

3.24 (1.20, 8.74)

fixed (95% CI)

2.33 (0.92, 5.91)

1.11 (0.75, 1.63)

3.09 (0.96, 9.90)

0.44 (0.06, 3.19)

1.24 (0.96, 1.60)

1.63 (0.86, 3.10)

100.00

%

9.73

3.32

Weight

3.77

21.76

2.40

0.83

50.27

7.91

1.39 (1.16, 1.67)

2.09 (1.17, 3.72)

3.24 (1.20, 8.74)

fixed (95% CI)

2.33 (0.92, 5.91)

1.11 (0.75, 1.63)

3.09 (0.96, 9.90)

0.44 (0.06, 3.19)

1.24 (0.96, 1.60)

1.63 (0.86, 3.10)

100.00

%

9.73

3.32

Weight

3.77

21.76

2.40

0.83

50.27

7.91

  
1.05 .1 .5 1 2 5 10

Fixed effects meta-analysis

Overall  (I-squared = 5.5%, p = 0.376)

BDES

MESA

BMES

Study

ID

AusDiab

ARIC

1.34 (1.06, 1.69)

1.60 (0.81, 3.18)

2.85 (0.91, 8.94)

1.60 (0.49, 5.23)

fixed (95% CI)

2.81 (0.87, 9.10)

1.20 (0.92, 1.56)

100.00

11.32

4.10

3.80

%

Weight

3.88

76.90

1.34 (1.06, 1.69)

1.60 (0.81, 3.18)

2.85 (0.91, 8.94)

1.60 (0.49, 5.23)

fixed (95% CI)

2.81 (0.87, 9.10)

1.20 (0.92, 1.56)

100.00

11.32

4.10

3.80

%

Weight

3.88

76.90

  
1.2 .5 1 2 5 10

Fixed effects meta-analysis

© 2017 American Medical Association. All rights reserved. 
 
 


