Supplementary Table 1: Quality assessment of the included trials

Author Year Random sequence Allocation Blinding of Blinding of Completeness Selective
generation concealment participants outcome of outcome reporting
assessments data
Ainuddin® 2015 unclear high risk high risk unclear low risk unclear
Anjalakshi® 2007 unclear unclear unclear unclear low risk unclear
Asemi® 2014 low risk unclear high risk high risk low risk low risk
Bertini’ 2005 low risk low risk high risk high risk low risk low risk
Bevier® 1999 unclear unclear high risk high risk high risk low risk
Bonomo’ 2005 unclear unclear high risk high risk low risk unclear
Crowther® 2005 low risk low risk high risk low risk low risk low risk
Cypryk® 2007 unclear high risk unclear unclear low risk high risk
Deveer™ 2013 high risk high risk high risk high risk low risk low risk
Elnour™ 2008 unclear high risk high risk high risk high risk low risk
Fadl* 2015 Low risk low risk unclear unclear low risk unclear
Garner® 1997 low risk high risk high risk high risk low risk low risk
George™ 2015 low risk high risk high risk unclear low risk low risk



Author Year Random sequence Allocation Blinding of Blinding of Completeness Selective
generation concealment participants outcome of outcome reporting
assessments data
Hague® 2003 unclear unclear unclear unclear unclear unclear
Hassan'® 2012 high risk high risk unclear unclear low risk low risk
ljas'’ 2010 low risk low risk high risk high risk low risk low risk
Lain'® 2009 low risk low risk low risk low risk high risk low risk
Landon® 2009 low risk low risk high risk low risk low risk low risk
Langer® 2000 low risk unclear unclear unclear low risk low risk
Li*! 1987 high risk unclear high risk unclear low risk low risk
Louie? 2011 low risk low risk low risk unclear low risk high risk
Ma? 2015 high risk high risk high risk unclear low risk unclear
Mesdaghinia® 2012 low risk low risk low risk low risk low risk low risk
Mirzamoradi®® 2015 unclear unclear high risk unclear low risk unclear
Moore®® 2007 low risk unclear unclear unclear low risk low risk
Moore?’ 2010 low risk low risk high risk high risk low risk low risk
Moreno-Castilla”® 2013 unclear low risk high risk unclear low risk low risk
Mukhopadhyay?* 2012 low risk unclear unclear unclear low risk low risk



Author Year Random sequence Allocation Blinding of Blinding of Completeness Selective
generation concealment participants outcome of outcome reporting
assessments data
Niromanesh® 2012 low risk low risk unclear low risk low risk low risk
Ogunyemi** 2007 low risk unclear unclear unclear low risk unclear
O'Sullivan® 1966 unclear unclear high risk high risk unclear unclear
Rae® 2000 unclear unclear low risk unclear low risk high risk
Rowan** 2008 low risk unclear high risk high risk low risk low risk
Silva® 2012 low risk unclear high risk high risk low risk low risk
Silva® 2007 unclear low risk high risk high risk low risk low risk
Spaulonci®’ 2013 low risk unclear unclear unclear low risk low risk
Tempe® 2013 unclear unclear unclear unclear low risk low risk
Tertti* 2013 unclear unclear unclear unclear low risk low risk
Yang® 2014 unclear high risk low risk high risk low risk unclear
Yang™ 2003 unclear unclear high risk unclear high risk unclear
Yao® 2015 unclear unclear unclear unclear Low risk unclear
Zinnat® 2013 unclear unclear unclear unclear low risk unclear




A = Alwan review- publications identified by their 2011 search and awaiting classification



