
Korenromp-EL et al., Syphilis and gonorrhoea prevalence trend estimation, Morocco and Zimbabwe, using the Spectrum estimation model, 

version 03 January 2017 

 

Supplementary file 3. Sensitivities and specificities assumed for diagnostic tests of gonorrhoea, used 

to adjust observed gonorrhoea prevalences before time trend estimation 

 

Specimen Sex Test Sensitivity 

% 

Specificity 

% 

Comment 

Genital 

fluid 

F PCR or LCR 93.3 
1 2

 99.7 
1 2

 We pooled specificities for genital/cervical fluid 

with those of urine, as specificities were not 

statistically different. 

Genital 

fluid 

F Culture 75.7 
2
 100 

1 2
  

Urine F PCR or LCR 91.6 
1 2

 99.7 
1 2

 We pooled specificities for genital/cervical fluid 

with those of urine, as specificities were not 

statistically different. 

Urine F SDA 91.6 
1 2

 99.7 
1 2

 We pooled specificities for genital/cervical fluid 

with those of urine, as specificities were not 

statistically different. 

Genital 

fluid 

F Gram stain, or 

culture/ gram 

stain 

75.7 
2 3

 98.8 
3
  

Urine M PCR or LCR 80.9 
2
 99.9 

2
  

 

Abbreviations: EIA = enzyme immuno-assay; LCR = ligase chain reaction (a type of nucleic 

amplification assay); PCR = polymerase chain reaction (a type of nucleic amplification assay); SDA 

= strand displacement assay.  
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