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Online Appendix A – Experimental Instructions 
 

Below is the description of the HIT of our MTurk experiment, as seen by participants. 

 

 

Moreover, below are the instructions given to all of our participants (laboratory and MTurk). 
Each box corresponds to the screens shown. 
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Online Appendix B – Cooperation and punishment on MTurk from a wider 
perspective 
 

Although aggregate dynamics of cooperation were similar across our samples, cooperation levels 
were appreciably higher online than in the laboratory, especially in the absence of punishment 
(Figure 2 of the main text). Indeed, in comparison to the wide spectrum of cooperation levels 
observed in a large cross-cultural sample (Herrmann et al. 2008), our online sample ranks at the 
very top (Figures B1 and B2). Specifically, in the absence of punishment our online sample tops 
the ranks (Fig. B1). In the presence of punishment it starts with the highest cooperation levels 
and ranks third in average cooperation (Fig. B2), while punishment is used less frequently than 
in any other sample (Fig. B3). 

 
Fig. B1   Contributions in the first period and average contribution in the No-Punishment condition in our samples  

from MTurk, the laboratory, and the 16 cities included in Herrmann et al. (2008) 
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Fig. B2   Contributions in the first period and average contribution in the Punishment condition in our samples  

from MTurk, the laboratory, and the 16 cities included in Herrmann et al. (2008) 
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Fig. B3   Punishment frequencies in the first period and overall frequencies in our samples  
from MTurk, the laboratory, and the 16 cities included in Herrmann et al. (2008) 


