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A Cafe of Enteritis, with Remarks. By Mr James Rumfey of 
Amerfham, Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, Lon- 
don, and of the Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh. 

I; 
' ?' 

n November 1802, R B , an athletic farmer, aged 
25, was taken ill with fevere pain of the belly, which was tenfe; 
and fore to the touch?vomiting,, and fever, the bowels being 
fconftipated. Repeated; dofes of Calomel and Saline purgatives 
.Vere given to,;hi.m, without; effeft. The fecond day of-hisill- 

nefs, 
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nefs, he appeared much worfe. Every thing Was rejected from, 
the ftomach ; and enemata produced no relief. He was then bled, 

by the arm to the extent of nearly thirty ounces (the blood being 
very fizy), which was immediately followed by univerfal fweat 
and faintnefs ; and within an hour he had a very copious fsecal 
evacuation. The difeafe appeared to be at onCe fubdued, all the 
fymptoms quickly difappearing, although they had previoufly 
been exceedingly fevere. That he might fuffer no relapfe, a 
large blifter was applied to the abdomen, and ftritt abftinence 
was at the fame time enjoined. But no return of any fymptom 
happened. 

It might perhaps be thought prefumptuous to fuggeft any 
variation of the treatment of a ferious difeafe from the refult of a 

fingle cafe. Enteritis, however, is neither fo uncommon a dif- 
eafe in itfelf, nor is it fo Unfrequently followed by a fatal event, 
but that the mention of any circumftances which place its treat- 
ment in a new light may be of ufe. The dire?t and immediate 
fuccefs of a copious bleeding, in the prefent inftance, in which 
the other remedies could not be fuppofed to have any part, is 
the circumftance which I here propofe for consideration. It is 
known that, in the ufual order of proceeding in cafes of Ente- 
ritis, purgative medicines are thought eflential to the plan ; and 
bleeding, though confidered as of the greateft importance, is 
not always fo employed as to- produce a powerful imjpreffiori 
upon the fyftem at large. But, would not the entire omifliori 
of the former, and a more vigorous ufe of the latter, with its 
auxiliaries, confift better with our real notion of the nature of 
the difeafe ? "VVe believe it to be a fimple inflammation of parts 
endowed with great fenfibility> and in which inflammation can- 
not take place without an interruption to' their functions. We 
know alfo that, in other inflammations, all things are carefully 
avoided which might irritate or increafe the aftions of the parts 
affefted. Conftipation is a neceflary effe?t of inflammation of 
the bowels, as vomiting is of Gaftritis. The principle of dif- 
eafe, the caufe of all the fymptoms, is in both the fame; yet 
we do not expeft to cure Gaftritis by an emetic, though that 
may in fomc inftances be neceflary for the removal of the excit- 
ing caufe. Probably the attention therefore ought to be dire&ed 
entirely to the fubduing of the inflammation, without regard td 
the conftipation, which will end with the inflammation, and 
which may be called an accidental fymptom, and, compatatively 
with its caufe, of fmall importance. For although the bowels 
cannot be long inflamed without the greateft danger to life, 
conftipation of itfelf often continues many days without ferious 
inconvenience. It may be faid that an accumulation of fseces 
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in. tlve bowels, although not the caufe of Enteritis, may aggra- 
vate the fymptoms, and that therefore purgative medicines are 
necefTary. Certainly it would be better to have the bowels free, 
if this couki; be obtained without a rifle of failure. But the 

queftion here alked is this : As the effedt of purgative medi- 
cines in Enteritis is >by no means certain, and as the bowels are 
incapacitated from the performance of their fun?tions by inftam~ 
ination atone, would it not be better to avoid whatever muit do 
harm if its intention fails, and to rely folely on the common 
means of Removing inflammation ? With this view, venefec- 
tion ad deliquiumy the warm bath, the application of leeche&} 
and afterward of blifters, to the abdomen, with as complete ab- 
ftihehcc as poflible, not only from nutritious matters, but even 
from the thinneft liquids, ufed according to the violence of the 

difeafe, would afford perhaps a seafonable profpe?l of fubduing 
Enteritis. 

Note on Mr Rumfeys Cafe. 

As fome cafes have occurred within the knowledge of the- 
Editors, which were of a fimilar nature, and tend to corrobo- 
rate the conclufions of Mr Rumfey, they have confidered this 
cafe as not of folitary authority, The inferences of fuccefsful 

pra&ice, as well as of rational theory, fuggeft that the confti- 
pation, which is the effe?t, and not the caufe of the difeafe, 
{hould not be the fymptom firlt attended to, and that additional 
irritation {hould be cautioufly added to a membrane in a (late of 
acute inflammation, before the means of fubduing it have been 

vigoroufl-y ufed. 
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