Supplementary Figure 1: Population Flow Diagram

Eligible RA patients (N=31,654)

- >1 type of inflammatory arthritis (n=3,962)
- Age <18 (n=214)

- Residing outside England/Wales (n=3,850)
- Diagnosed after Sept 2009 (n=9,145)
TOTAL EXCLUDED: N=14,149

Included RA patients (N=17,505)

- No HES linkage (n=6409)
- Inadequate HES linkage quality (n=30)
- TOTAL EXCLUDED: N=6,439
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