Appendix

Appendix table 1: Search strategy for high-impact journals SRs

Search

1

Search ((((CCCCCCCC((("Cancer Research"[Journal]) OR "Ca-A Cancer Journal for
Clinicians"[Journal]) OR "Nature reviews. Clinical oncology"[Journal]) OR "Clinical
cancer research : an official journal of the American Association for Cancer
Research"[Journal]) OR)) OR (((("BM] (Clinical research ed.)"[Journal]) OR "The
Lancet. Oncology"[Journal]) OR "JAMA"[Journal]) OR "The New England journal of
medicine"[Journal]) OR "Journal of clinical oncology : official journal of the
American Society of Clinical Oncology"[Journal]) OR "Annals of oncology : official
journal of the European Society for Medical Oncology / ESMO"[Journal]) OR

"Journal of the National Cancer Institute"[Journal]) OR "Lancet (London,

England)“[Journal]))))))))))))

Search ((((CCCCCCOOCCOCCCCCttC((NEOPLASMS BY HISTOLOGIC TYPE[MeSH Terms])
OR NEOPLASMS BY SITE[MeSH Terms]) OR neoplas*) OR tumor*) OR tumour*) OR
((Krebs* or cancer*))) OR malignan*) OR ((carcino* or karzino* or karzinom*))) OR
sarcom*) OR (leukem* or leukaem*)) OR lymphom*) OR melano*) OR metastas*)
OR ((mesothelio* or mesotelio*))) OR carcinomatos*) OR ((gliom* or

glioblastom*))) OR osteo*sarcom*) OR ((blastom™ or neuroblastom*))))))))))))))

Search (((((systematic review[Title/Abstract]) OR (((((meta-

analys*[Title/Abstract]) OR metaanalys*[Title/Abstract]))))))))

Search ((#1 and #2 and #3))

Search (#1 and #2) Filters: Meta-Analysis; Systematic Reviews




#6 Search (#4 or #7) Filters: Publication date from 2011/01/01 to 2016/05/31




Appendix table 2: Extracted items

Item Extracted Example

n Year last updated 2011-2016

n o _

Review type SR based on trial-level data, Individual

Patient Data SR, Both

Included study type RCTs, non-RCTs, Both




Item

Extracted

Example

12.

14.

16.

Disease

Population

Number included patients

Bladder, bones (incl. spine), brain (incl.
CNS), breast, cancer in general, cervical,
colorectal, endometrial, oesophagus,
gastric, haematological (leukaemia,
lymphoma, myeloma), head and neck,
lung, melanoma, mixed (but not general,
other (e.g. male breast cancer, liver
metastases), ovarian, pancreas,

prostate, renal, uterus

Adult, paediatric, both




Appendix table 3: Extracted quality indicators

Item

AMSTAR

This work

Was an ‘a priori’ design

provided

Was the review question established before the

conduct of the review?

Were the in- and exclusion criteria defined

before the conduct of the review?

Was there duplicate study

selection and data extraction?

Was the study selection and data-extraction
undertaken by two independently working

authors?

Was the consensus procedure described?

Was the interobserver-agreement

(quantitatively) assessed?

Was a comprehensive literature

search performed?

Were at least two electronic databases

searched?

Were the years included in the searches

reported?

Were the database searches supported by other

sources?

Was the status of publication
(i.e. grey literature) used as an

inclusion criterion?

Were reviews irrespective of publication status

included?

Were reviews in languages other than English




Item | AMSTAR This work

included?

5. Was a list of studies (included Was a list of included studies provided?
and excluded) provided?

Was a list of excluded studies provided?

6. Were the characteristics of the Were study characteristic of every included
included studies provided? study included?

7. Was the scientific quality of the | Was the quality of included studies included by
included studies assessed and available tools
documented?

(e.g. Cochrane’s Risk of Bias, ROBINS,
Newcastle-Ottawa scale)

8. Was the scientific quality of the | If a Meta-analysis was performed: Was the
included studies used study quality included into the analysis via
appropriately in formulating sensitivity- or subgroup analysis?
conclusions?

9. Were the methods used to Was possible heterogeneity assessed?
combine the findings of studies
appropriate?

10. Was the likelihood of Was possible publication bias formally
publication bias assessed? assessed?

11. Was the conflict of interest Were possible Conflicts of Interest regarding

included?

the review disclosed?




Item

AMSTAR

This work

Were possible Conflicts of Interest of the

included studies reported?
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