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Online Resource 1. Study survey/questionnaire 
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5-FU = 5-fluorouracil; CRF = case report form; ESA = erythropoiesis-stimulating agent; PRBC = 

packed red blood cell; RBC = red blood cell; SCLC = small cell lung cancer.  
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Online Resource 2. Characteristics of enrolling sites 

Characteristic 

Recruited Study Sites 
N = 25 
n (%) 

Study Sites That 
Enrolled Patients 

N = 18 
n (%) 

Location of site   

Urban 11 (44.0) 10 (55.6) 
Suburban 10 (40.0) 4 (22.2) 
Rural 4 (16.0) 4 (22.2) 

Site type   

Academic 2 (8.0) 2 (11.1) 
Nonacademic 23 (92.0) 16 (88.9) 

Transfusion center on site   

Yes 9 (36.0) 8 (44.4) 
No 16 (64.0) 10 (55.6) 

Routine usage of erythropoiesis-
stimulating agents 

  

Yes 18 (72.0) 12 (66.7) 
No 7 (28.0) 6 (33.3) 
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Online Resource 3: Proportions of patients with specific signs and symptoms of anemia, and 

signs and symptoms of anemia affecting the decision to prescribe a PRBC transfusion. Data are 

shown as n (%). aPatients could be included in > 1 symptom category but were included only 

once within each category. bNot specified. cOne patient was excluded as the Hb value was 

measured after a PRBC transfusion. Hb = hemoglobin; PRBC = packed red blood cell. 
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Online Resource 4. Primary clinical considerations for prescribing a PRBC transfusion stratified 

by sex and age 

Baseline Covariate / Primary 
Clinical Consideration for PRBC 
Transfusion 

Patients Who Received a PRBC Transfusion 
N = 147 

n (%) 95% CI (%) 
Sex    

Female n = 100 
Anemia symptoms  76 (76.0) 66.4, 84.0 
Hb value 23 (23.0) 15.2, 32.5 
Medical history 1 (1.0) 0.0, 5.4 

Male  n = 47 
Anemia symptoms  30 (63.8) 48.5, 77.3 
Hb value 14 (29.8) 17.3, 44.9 
Medical history 3 (6.4) 1.3, 17.5 

Age   
< 65 years n = 66 

Anemia symptoms 53 (80.3) 68.7, 89.1 
Hb value 12 (18.2) 9.8, 29.6 
Medical history 1 (1.5) 0.0, 8.2 

≥ 65 years n = 81 
Anemia symptoms 53 (65.4) 54.0, 75.7 
Hb value 25 (30.9) 21.1, 42.1 
Medical history 3 (3.7) 0.8, 10.4 

Physicians selected the “most important (primary) consideration,” “second-most important 
consideration,” or “least important consideration” from the list of 3 considerations of anemia 
symptoms, Hb value, or medical history (including comorbidities). 
CI = confidence interval; Hb = hemoglobin; PRBC = packed red blood cell. 
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Online Resource 5. Primary clinical considerations for prescribing a PRBC transfusion by 

primary tumor type 

Baseline Covariate / Primary 
Clinical Consideration for PRBC 
Transfusion 

Patients Who Received a PRBC Transfusion  
N = 147 

n (%) 95% CI (%) 
Gynecological cancer n = 37 

Anemia symptoms  26 (70.3) 53.0, 84.1 
Hb value 10 (27.0) 13.8, 44.1 
Medical history 1 (2.7) 0.1, 14.2 

Non-small cell lung cancer n = 30 
Anemia symptoms  23 (76.7) 57.7, 90.1 
Hb value 7 (23.3) 9.9, 42.3 
Medical history 0  

Small cell lung cancer n = 24 
Anemia symptoms  18 (75.0) 53.3, 90.2 
Hb value 5 (20.8) 7.1, 42.2 
Medical history 1 (4.2) 0.1, 21.1 

Gastrointestinal cancer n = 10 
Anemia symptoms  9 (90.0) 55.5, 99.7 
Hb value 1 (10.0) 0.3, 44.5 
Medical history 0  

Breast cancer n = 14 
Anemia symptoms  9 (64.3) 35.1, 87.2 
Hb value 5 (35.7) 12.8, 64.9 
Medical history 0  

Urogenital cancer n = 7 
Anemia symptoms  6 (85.7) 42.1, 99.6 
Hb value 0  
Medical history 1 (14.3) 0.4, 57.9 

Othera n = 25 
Anemia symptoms  15 (60.0) 38.7, 78.9 
Hb value 9 (36.0) 18.0, 57.5 
Medical history 1 (4.0) 0.1, 20.4 

Physicians selected the “most important (primary) consideration,” “second-most important 
consideration,” or “least important consideration” from the list of 3 considerations of anemia 
symptoms, Hb value, or medical history (including comorbidities). 
aIncludes bone/sarcoma, brain, head and neck, skin, thyroid, hematological cancers, other 
gastrointestinal cancers, and missing. 
CI = confidence interval; Hb = hemoglobin; PRBC = packed red blood cell. 
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Online Resource 6. Primary clinical considerations for prescribing a PRBC transfusion by 

chemotherapy type and line 

Baseline Covariate / Primary 
Clinical Consideration for PRBC 
Transfusion 

Patients Who Received a PRBC Transfusion 
N = 147 

n (%) 95% CI (%) 
Chemotherapy type   

Platinum n = 107 
Anemia symptoms 79 (73.8) 64.4, 81.9 
Hb value 25 (23.4) 15.7, 32.5 
Medical history 3 (2.8) 0.6, 8.0 

Non-platinum n = 40 
Anemia symptoms 27 (67.5) 50.9, 81.4 
Hb value 12 (30.0) 16.6, 46.5 
Medical history 1 (2.5) 0.1, 13.2 

Chemotherapy line   
First line n = 95 

Anemia symptoms 67 (70.5) 60.3, 79.4 
Hb value 26 (27.4) 18.7, 37.5 
Medical history 2 (2.1) 0.3, 7.4 

Second line n = 52 
Anemia symptoms 39 (75.0) 61.1, 86.0 
Hb value 11 (21.2) 11.1, 34.7 
Medical history 2 (3.8) 0.5, 13.2 

Physicians selected the “most important (primary) consideration,” “second-most important 
consideration,” or “least important consideration” from the list of 3 considerations of anemia 
symptoms, Hb value, or medical history (including comorbidities). 
CI = confidence interval; Hb = hemoglobin; PRBC = packed red blood cell. 
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Online Resource 7. Primary clinical considerations for prescribing a PRBC transfusion by site 

type 

Baseline Covariate / Primary 
Clinical Consideration for PRBC 
Transfusion 

Patients Who Received a PRBC Transfusion  
N = 147 

n (%) 95% CI (%) 
Academic n = 40 

Anemia symptoms 30 (75.0)  58.8, 87.3 
Hb value 8 (20.0)  9.1, 35.6 
Medical history 2 (5.0)  0.6, 16.9 

Nonacademic n = 107 
Anemia symptoms 76 (71.0)  61.5, 79.4 
Hb value 29 (27.1)  19.0, 36.6 
Medical history 2 (1.9) 0.2, 6.6 

Physicians selected the “most important (primary) consideration,” “second-most important 
consideration,” or “least important consideration” from the list of 3 considerations of anemia 
symptoms, Hb value, or medical history (including comorbidities). 
CI = confidence interval; Hb = hemoglobin; PRBC = packed red blood cell. 

 


