Supplementary Figure S1: Causal diagram showing the assumed associations between
baseline C-reactive protein, LDL-cholesterol, vascular events and other characteristics
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CRP = C-reactive protein. LDL-C = LDL cholesterol. BMI = body mass index. HDL-C = HDL
cholesterol.

The arrows in the causal diagram represent the assumed directions of the associations be-
tween the characteristics. Any characteristics enclosed in boxes were included as covariates
in the regression models used to estimate the observational associations between CRP/LDL-C
and vascular events. See Reference 41 for further details on causal diagrams.
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