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Each choice task was composed of three alternatives including the reference level alternative (figure 

4.1). DCE surveys usually include a status quo option (or do nothing or opt out) but since a status quo 

option (households’ own current “levels” for each attribute) would vary enormously across 

respondents47, we opted for a reference level where protection is totally lifted. Elucidating a status 

quo alternative would suffer from the problem of requiring respondents to reveal their current 

participation in teviala. 

 

ALTERNATIVES A B C (reference level) 

 
Total cash payments (106 

MGA) 

3 x 106 6 x x 106 NONE 

 
     
 

Number of installments 

10 
 

20 
 

- 

 
Technical rice farming 

YES 
 
 

NO 
 

X 

NO 
 

X 

 
Teviala option 

YES BUT only on 
1ha 

NO 
X 

YES 
 

Choice 
 

  

Figure 4.1: Example of choice card 

4.2.3 Sample design and survey data collection 

We surveyed 104 households adjacent to Mantadia national park, a protected area established for 20 

years in the eastern rainforest of Madagascar. These households were sampled from all villages in the 

two Fokontany of Vohibazaha and Volove bordering the park, belonging to the Commune of 

Ambatovola. Prior to sampling, we had to construct the sampling frame since no map or census of 

households was available. We first conducted key-informant interviews to collect information on 

households and hamlets, and drew sketch maps of the locations of individual households. We 

thereafter visited hamlets in person to cross check key-informants’ statements, refined the sketch 

map of individual households location, and recorded GPS markers. We then selected a random sample 

                                                           
47 Some respondents may be more inclined to take risks and engage in teviala activities while others may be 
more fearful or disinclined to do teviala. Respondents may also face or perceive different levels of enforcement. 
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