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VERSION 1 - REVIEW

REVIEWER Marcos Pascoal Pattussi
Programa de Pés Graduagdo em Saude Coletiva, Universidade do
Vale do Rio dos Sinos, Sdo Leopoldo, Brazil.

REVIEW RETURNED 10-Apr-2018

GENERAL COMMENTS This is a validation study aiming to assess the psychometric
properties of the Kessler 10-item questionnaire via Item Response
Theory in rural Bangladesh. A modified seven item scale provided
the best psychometric solution for the population studied. Authors
addressed all previous comments and the manuscript is well written
and organized. Data analysis is justified and reproducible. Results
are relevant to the local level.

Minor details

This is a validation rather than a cohort study.

Check typos in lines 48 and 82.
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GENERAL COMMENTS | think this is a well-designed study, and the statistical analysis is

also in a reasonable way. | have no other comments except the
format of the tables. Please change the tables into three-line tables
for publication.
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This is a validation study aiming to assess the psychometric properties of the Kessler 10-item
guestionnaire via Item Response Theory in rural Bangladesh. A modified seven-item scale provided
the best psychometric solution for the population studied. Authors addressed all previous comments
and the manuscript is well written and organized. Data analysis is justified and reproducible. Results
are relevant to the local level.

Minor details

This is a validation rather than a cohort study.

Thanks for your comment. This is a cohort study. However, this is the first phase of the data collection
and we are trying to validate the questionnaire first. In our survey, we have used validated
guestionnaire, which was valid in the developed world, and the questionnaire was not validated earlier
through Rasch analysis in developing country like Bangladesh. After validated questionnaire, we will
go for follow-up data collection.

Check typos in lines 48 and 82.
Change typos in line 82. However, we did not find any typos on lines 48
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I think this is a well-designed study, and the statistical analysis is also in a reasonable way. | have no
other comments except the format of the tables. Please change the tables into three-line tables for
publication.

Thanks for your suggestion. We have changed all the tables into three-lines table.



