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Topic	  guide	  for	  interviews	  

Identifying	  and	  

managing	  high	  

SABA	  use	  	  

	  

How	  would	  you	  define	  excessive	  SABA	  use?	  Excluding	  pre-‐

exercise	  use.	  

PROMPT:	  volume	  and	  duration,	  evidence	  e.g.	  National	  Review	  

of	  Asthma	  Deaths,	  BTS/GINA	  guidelines,	  other	  research	  

How	  do	  you	  identify	  patients	  prescribed	  high	  numbers	  of	  SABA	  

inhalers?	  	  

PROMPT:	  methods:	  computerised/manual	  and	  context,	  	  

task:	  consultation/repeat	  prescribing,	  workflow	  

What	  happens	  if	  high	  SABA	  prescribing	  is	  identified?	  	  

PROMPT:	  	  type	  of	  action,	  challenges	  to	  action,	  who	  is	  involved	  

Who	  is	  involved	  in	  identifying	  and	  managing	  high	  SABA	  use?	  

PROMPT:	  the	  role	  of	  reception,	  pharmacy,	  nurse,	  patient	  

Alerts	  to	  identify	  

high	  SABA	  use	  	  

	  

What	  are	  your	  thoughts	  on	  an	  alert	  to	  identify	  patients	  being	  

prescribed	  excessive	  SABA?	  	  

PROMPT:	  current	  EMIS	  medicines	  management	  alert	  

How	  do	  you/would	  you	  use	  this	  alert?	  	  

PROMPT:	  In	  what	  context,	  how	  do	  you	  respond	  

How	  could	  an	  alert	  be	  improved?	  

Additional	  

questions	  for	  

primary	  and	  

secondary	  

experts	  	  

	  

What	  are	  your	  thoughts	  on	  recommendations	  for	  electronic	  

surveillance	  of	  SABA	  prescribing	  in	  primary	  care	  practices?	  

PROMPT:	  National	  Review	  of	  Asthma	  Deaths,	  current	  EMIS	  

medicines	  management	  alert	  

How	  do	  you	  feel	  this	  could	  best	  be	  done?	  

What	  do	  you	  view	  as	  challenges	  to	  such	  a	  system?	  How	  could	  

these	  challenges	  be	  overcome?	  

Who	  should	  such	  a	  system	  involve?	  	  

How	  should	  the	  success	  of	  such	  a	  system	  be	  measured?	  


