
Seasonal variability of diet and trophic level of the gelatinous predator Pelagia noctiluca 
(Scyphozoa) 

Giacomo Milisenda 1,2*, Sergio Rossi2,3, Salvatrice Vizzini2,4, Veronica L. Fuentes5, Jennifer E. 

Purcell6, Uxue Tilves5, Stefano Piraino2,3*. 

1Institute for Coastal Marine Environment (IAMC), National Research Council (CNR), Via L. Vaccara n 61, 

Mazara del Vallo (TP), 91026, Italy. 

2CONISMA - Consorzio Nazionale Interuniversitario per le Scienze del Mare, 00196, Rome, Italy. 

3Department of Biological and Environmental Sciences and Technologies, University of Salento, 73100, 

Lecce, Italy. 

4Department of Earth and Marine Sciences, University of Palermo, via Archirafi 18, 90100, Palermo, Italy.  

5Institut de Ciències del Mar, ICM-CSIC, PG. Maritim de la Barceloneta, 08003 Barcelona, Spain 

6Western Washington University, Department of Biology, Bellingham, WA 98225, USA.  

*Corresponding authors: giacomo.milisenda@gmail.com; stefano.piraino@unisalento.it 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:giacomo.milisenda@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

SM1. Prey abundance (number m-3)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sep Nov dec Feb Apr may Jun Jul 

Copepods 435.0 247.3 1258.7 419.0 165.7 486.6 709.9 291.6 
Cladocerans  10.5 1.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 46.5 56.7 90.6 
Appendicularians  8.4 16.1 23.2 11.2 10.3 73.2 9.2 30.8 
Chaetognaths 3.0 13.0 18.5 32.8 1.1 3.5 34.0 8.8 
Ostracods 10.5 7.2 48.9 10.5 8.6 4.7 2.8 0.6 
Siphonophores 2.4 7.6 5.4 15.8 1.6 7.3 11.5 14.9 
Pteropods 1.3 2.5 20.3 3.5 0.4 0.0 3.9 11.4 
Hydromedusae 0.4 1.9 2.1 6.0 0.9 3.0 0.8 1.8 
Furcilia 1.1 0.8 0.9 3.9 0.2 0.7 0.6 1.2 
Fish eggs 0.5 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.2 6.7 2.2 
Fish larvae 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.6 1.0 
Others 3.8 8.3 7.6 16.9 11.1 8.0 3.6 9.3 



 

 

SM2. List of fatty acids encountered in different tissue (µg of total FAs per mg of dry tissue). SE= standard 
error. 

 


