A systematic review of methods to measure menstrual blood loss
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HYPERMENORRHEA/

(menorrhag$ or hypermenorrh$).tw.
menometrorrhag$.tw.

metromenorrhag$.tw.

(menstru$ adj3 (bleed$ or blood loss)).tw.

(heavy adjl (period$ or menses or menstrual or
menstruation)).tw.

(dysfunction$ adj3 (uterine or uterus) adj3 (bleed$ or
blood$)).tw.
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self assess$.tw.

pbac.tw

pictorial blood loss.tw.
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(paper adj3 scale$).tw.

visual analog$.tw.
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menstrual cup/

menstrual cup.tw.

incontinence pad$.tw.

alkaline h?ematin.tw.
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Lines 1-8 were included to locate research related to the health condition. Lines 10-28 were included
to locate research related to methods for measuring MBL. The articles retrieved were then screened
for studies with an English language abstract on the development or validation of a measure for
assessing MBL in women with self-perceived HMB, actual HMB (MBL > 80 mL per cycle), or
uterine fibroids, or in women undergoing treatment for HMB. Validation/development studies that
used simulated menstrual fluid and those that included women with normal MBL as controls were
also eligible for inclusion.

$ = wildcard search term; ? = optional wildcard search term; adj = specifies that the search terms
appear within a specified number of words of each other; af = specifies that the search will include all
fields; ti = restricts the searchto title; tw = limits the search to text words.



