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Reviewer Comments to Author: 

 
 The quality of the manuscript has been improved after revision. I believe this review represents a timely contribution on the use of big 

data frameworks (such as Spark) in bioinformatics. Nonetheless, I still feel the sections on 'Spark in motif analysis' and 'Spark in 

population genomic inference' are still very confusing and potentially misleading. For example, calling 'motif' a type of noise in NGS 

data, and naively equating motifs with TFBS is incorrect. This indicates the authors may not fully understand these terms. Also, I still do 

not understand what do they mean by 'genomic inference' - estimating ancestry? population admixture? Simply re-iterating words in 

my questions is not sufficient. The authors should either significantly rewrite both sections and have these checked by experts in these 

areas, or should simply remove them. I am happy with the rest of the manuscript. 

Level of Interest 

Please indicate how interesting you found the manuscript: Choose an item. 

Quality of Written English 

Please indicate the quality of language in the manuscript: Choose an item. 

Declaration of Competing Interests 

Please complete a declaration of competing interests, considering the following questions: 

 Have you in the past five years received reimbursements, fees, funding, or salary from an 

organisation that may in any way gain or lose financially from the publication of this manuscript, 

either now or in the future? 

 Do you hold any stocks or shares in an organisation that may in any way gain or lose financially 

from the publication of this manuscript, either now or in the future? 

 Do you hold or are you currently applying for any patents relating to the content of the 

manuscript? 

 Have you received reimbursements, fees, funding, or salary from an organization that holds or 

has applied for patents relating to the content of the manuscript? 

 Do you have any other financial competing interests? 

 Do you have any non-financial competing interests in relation to this paper? 

If you can answer no to all of the above, write 'I declare that I have no competing interests' below. If 

your reply is yes to any, please give details below. 

I declare that I have no competing interests. 
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report to be made available under an Open Access Creative Commons CC-BY license 
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