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Appendix 

 
 

Appendix Table 1. Five health insurance plans drawn from HealthCare.gov. 
 

Includes one plan from each of the five metal categories: catastrophic, bronze, silver, gold, and platinum. 

For the comprehension survey, participants were asked questions about three plans: catastrophic, bronze, 

and platinum. For the choice experiment, participants chose from all five plans. 

 

The five plans are included under the table, exactly as depicted on HealthCare.gov and in our study. 

 

PLAN Monthly 

premium ($) 

Estimated 

total yearly 

cost ($) 

Deductible ($) Out-of-

pocket 

maximum ($) 

Copayments / Coinsurance 

A:  Catastrophic 

Lowest premium 

96 8,016 6,850 6,850 
ER: No charge after deductible 

GDs: No charge after 

deductible 

P: $20 

S: No charge after deductible 

B:  Bronze 
149 8,652 5,500 6,850 

ER: $250 Copay after 

deductible 

GDs: $20 Copay after 

deductible 

P: $35 

S: $75 Copay after deductible 

C:  Silver 
182 7,587 3,500 5,400 

ER: $250 Copay after 

deductible 

GDs: $10 

P: $10 

S: $60 

D: Gold 
208 5,991 1,600 3,500 

ER: 10% Coinsurance after 

deductible 

GDs: 10% Coinsurance after 

deductible 

P: 10% Coinsurance after 

deductible 

S: 10% Coinsurance after 

deductible 

E:  Platinum 

Highest premium 

304 6,156 500 2,500 
ER: $150 

GDs: $4 Copay after 

deductible 

P: $5 

S: $10 

ER =  Emergency room care 

GDs =  Generic drugs 

P =  Primary doctor 

S =  Specialist doctor 
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Plan A: Catastrophic Plan 

 
 

 

Plan B: Bronze Plan 
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Plan C: Silver Plan 

 
 

 

Plan D: Gold Plan 
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Plan E: Platinum Plan 
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Appendix Figure 1. Pop-up definitions of insurance concepts, replicated from HealthCare.gov. 
 

Note: HealthCare.gov does not include a definition for monthly premium. We included this definition to 

ensure that participants had access to definitions for every insurance concept we tested for 

comprehension. 
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Appendix Figure 2. Estimated Medical Use Profiles drawn from HealthCare.gov 
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Appendix Table 2. Characteristics of Study Participants 

 

 

 

Characteristic 

 

Comprehension Survey 

(n=76) 

 

Choice Experiment 

(n=298) 
Gender (%) 

    Male 

    Female 

    Other 

 

52.6 

46.1 

1.3 

 

 

51.3 

48.3 

0.2 

Age 

    Mean 

    Median 

     (S.D.) 

     [Range] 

 

32.4 

29.5 

 

35.3 

32.0 

(10.3) (11.1) 

[47] 

 

[56] 

Race/Ethnicity (%) 

    White/Non-Hispanic 

    African American 

    Hispanic/Latino 

    Asian 

    Other 

 

80.3 

6.6 

6.6 

3.9 

2.6 

 

 

80.9 

5.7 

3.0 

6.4 

4.0 

 

Education (%) 

    < High School 

    High School Diploma/GED 

    Some College 

    Associate/technical degree 

    Undergraduate degree 

    Graduate degree 

 

1.3 

18.4 

21.1 

10.5 

40.8 

7.9 

 

 

0.4 

12.6 

22.4 

9.5 

39 

16 

Insurance Enrollment (%) 

    Yes, currently 

    No, but yes in past 

    No, never 

 

73.7 

21.2 

5.3 

 

 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
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Appendix Table 3. Plan Choice Regressions 

 

 

 

 


