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3. Is the manuscript technically sound, and do the data support the conclusions? 
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Manuscript Rating Question(s): Scale Rating 

The subject addressed in this article is worthy of investigation. [1-3] 3 

The information presented was new. [1-5] 5 

The conclusions were supported by the data. [1-10] 10 

 

COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The manuscript describes the use of a semi-automated technique to segment seven thigh 

compartments in persons with spinal cord injury (SCI) that the authors developed. The 

authors concluded that this new threshold technique provided a robust accuracy in measuring 

the seven main thigh compartments, while greatly reducing the analysis time. This is 

important because may allow for faster diagnostics and the development of a more 

individualized rehabilitation strategy designed around improving body composition and 

preventing the occurrence of metabolic abnormalities after SCI. However the authors admit 

that the sample size was relatively small (n=18). 

This original manuscript and is well written, however I have some comments 

1) At the abstract "We have developed an semi-automated technique to segment seven thigh 
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compartments in persons with spinal cord injury" should be "We have developed a 

semi-automated technique to segment seven thigh compartments in persons with spinal cord 

injury" 

2) At the introduction, the authors only discuss that the "Reduction in muscle size is also 

associated with metabolic abnormalities similar to chronic obesity, insulin resistance, 

dyslipidemia, type II diabetes mellitus and cardiovascular disease." However I think it is also 

important to point that reduction in muscle size could be (or is) due to inability to move and 

exercise. This should also be explored in the introduction part.  


